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1. Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN recently seen 
in news is related to: 

(a) Government-backed Life insurance 
scheme. 

(b) Developing India as the global 
software product hub. 

(c) Providing financial support to 
Integrated Bioethanol Projects. 

(d) None of the above. 

2. Consider the following statements 
about Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi 
Maan-Dhan Yojana: 

1. Common Services Centres will act 
as Enrolment Agency for PM-SYM. 

2. Worker of unorganised sector 
should not be covered under New 
Pension Scheme to avail the 
benefit of the scheme. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

3. Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize 
recently seen in news is given each year 
for outstanding contributions to: 

(a) Tourism and Hospitality sectors 

(b) Science and technology 


(c) Achievements in the field of disaster 
management 

(d) Highest civilian honour for women in 
India 

4. Consider the following statements 
regarding Arun River: 

1. Its origin is in Nepal. 

2. It is a Trans boundary river. 

3. It is part of the Sapt Koshi river system. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 2 only (b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1 and 3 only 

5. iPay which is a payment aggregator 
system has been launched by: 

(a) Paytm 

(b) SBI 

(c) IRCTC 

(d) NABARD 

6. Consider the following statements about 
Deendayal Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme 
(DDRS) recently making news: 

1. Its aim is to create an enabling 
environment to ensure equal 
opportunities, equity, social justice 
and empowerment of persons with 
disabilities. 



2. This Scheme provides financial 
assistance to voluntary 
organizations to make available the 
whole range of services necessary 
for rehabilitation of persons with 
disabilities. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

7. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Enhanced Access and 
Service Excellence reform index: 

1. It is prepared by the Indian Banking 
Association (IBA) and Economic 
intelligence unit. 

2. It is commissioned by the Finance 
Ministry. 

3. Punjab National Bank has been 
ranked first among public sector 
banks. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

8. Consider the following statement 
about Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation: 


1. It is second largest 
intergovernmental organization in 
the world. 

2. It was established in Rabat on 
1969. 

3. It is a gathering of 57 Muslim 
majority countries. 

4. India is an observer of the group. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 2 and 4 only (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only (d) 2 and 3 only 

9. Usha Thorat Panel seen in news is related 
to: 


(d) Offshore rupee markets. 

10. Consider the following statements 
regarding Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue 
(IPRD) -2019 

1. It held recently in New Delhi. 

2. It aims to focus attention on the Indo- 
Pacific as a maritime geographical- 
entity. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(a) Long Term Food Policy 

(b) Small Scale Industries 

(c) Army Pay Scales 


(a) 1 only 


(b) 2 only 



(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

11. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Smart India Hackthon 
2019: 

1. It is an initiative by Ministry of 
Science and Technology. 

2. It is World's biggest Software and 
Hardware hackathon. 

3. Technology Students across India 
compete to creatively solve 
problems and offer technical 
solutions. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
CORRECT? 

(a) land 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

12. Consider the following statement 
with Reference to Red sanders: 

1. Export of red sanders is 
permissible if it is obtained from 
cultivated land. 

2. It is endemic to the southern 
Eastern Ghats mountain range. 

3. It is classified as Endangered by 
IUCN. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 


13. Mainamati Maitree Exercise 2019 is 
conducted between: 

(a) India and Nepal 

(b) India and Bhutan 

(c) India and Bangladesh 

(d) India and Sri Lanka 

14. Consider the following statements with 
reference to PSBLoansin59min Portal: 

1. It aims to provide credit of up to 
Rs 5 crore to MSMEs in just 59 
minutes. 

2. The loans are undertaken without 
human intervention till sanction 
and or disbursement stage. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

15. Centre for Disability Sports' to be set up 
in: 

(a) Uttar Pradesh 

(b) Maharashtra 

(c) Punjab 

(d) Madhya Pradesh 



16. Consider the following statements 
regarding National Common Mobility 
Card (NCMC): 

1. It is also known as One Nation 
One Card. 

2. It is an inter-operable transport 
card. 

3. It is enabled through the RuPay 
card mechanism. 

4. It is an indigenously made 
product and part of the Make In 
India project. 

5. It enables user to withdraw 
money. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only (b) 1, 2,4 and 5 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

17. BOLD-QIT recently seen in news has 
been launched on border of: 

(a) India- Nepal 

(b) India- Pakistan 

(c) India- Bangladesh 

(d) India-china 

18. Generalized System of Preferences 
recently seen in news is a: 

(a) Program to conserve environment 

(b) Trade program 


(c) Program for arms and ammunitions 

(d) None of the above 

19. Consider the following statements 
regarding Indian rhinoceros: 

1. It is native to the Indian 
subcontinent. 

2. It is listed as Vulnerable on the 
IUCN Red List 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

20. The IQAir AirVisual 2018 World Air 
Quality Report was compiled in association 
with IQAir AirVisual by 

(a) Global Environment Facility 

(b) Friends of the Earth International 

(c) World wide fund for Nature 

(d) Greenpeace 

21. Exercise Al Nagah is a bilateral joint 
exercise between: 

(a) India and Afghanistan 

(b) India and Oman 

(c) India and Kazakhstan 



(d) India and Iran 

22. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Swachh Survekshan 
Awards 2019 recently seen in news: 

1. It covered all urban local bodies in 
the country. 

2. Indore is India's cleanest city. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

23. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Quality Assurance 
Scheme: 

1. It is a voluntary scheme. 

2. It has been launched by National 
Accreditation Board for Testing 
and Calibration Laboratories. 

3. The laboratories performing only 
basic routine tests will be eligible 
to apply under this scheme. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

24. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Pradhan Mantri 
Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana: 


1. Its aim is to provide quality 
medicines at affordable prices to 
the masses through special 
kendra's. 

2. Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India 
(BPPI) is the implementing agency 
of PMBJP. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

25. Government of India has signed an 
agreement with which of the following bank 
to provide a $250-million loan for the 
National Rural Economic Transformation 
Project: 


(c) Asian Development Bank 

(d) World Bank 

26. Consider the following statements 
regarding United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime: 

1. It is a member of the United Nations 
Development Group. 

2. It relies on voluntary contributions. 

3. It assists Member States in their 
struggle against illicit drugs, crime and 
terrorism. 


(a) New development Bank 

(b) African development Bank 



Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

27. Consider the following statements 
regarding the aims of National Mineral 
Policy 2019: 

1. To ease merger and acquisition of 
mining entities. 

2. To attract private sector 
participation in exploration. 

3. To create dedicated mineral 
corridors. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) all of the above 

28. Consider the following statement 
about "Dictionary of Martyrs": 

1. Its aims to nurture and recall the 
brave deeds of the heroes of our 
freedom struggle. 

2. It is commissioned by the Ministry 
of Defence. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 


29. Consider the following Pairs: 

Hydro power plant River 

1. Nagarjunasagar Kaveri 

2. Pandoh Dam Beas 

3. Tehri Dam Bhagirath 

4. Bansagar Dam Son 

Which of the above are correctly matched? 
(a) land 3 only (b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only (d) land 4 only 

30. Consider the following statements 
regarding Atal Innovation Mission: 

1. It was initiated by Ministry of Skill 
Development and Entrepreneurship. 

2. Its objective is to serve as a platform for 
promotion of world-class Innovation 
Hubs, Start-up businesses and self- 
employment activities. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

31. International Finance Corporation (IFC) is 
headquartered in: 

(a) Paris 

(b) Washington, D.C 


(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 


(c) Geneva 



(d) None of the above 

32. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Flood Management 
and Border Areas Programme recently 
seen in news: 

1. It aims to assist the State 
Governments to provide 
reasonable degree of protection 
against floods. 

2. Scheme will protect valuable land 
from erosion and flooding and 
help in maintaining peace along 
the border. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

33. Consider the following statements 
regarding Regional Connectivity 
Scheme - UDAN: 

1. It is first scheme of its type in the 
world. 

2. Its aim is to facilitate regional air 
connectivity by making it cheap 
and affordable. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 


34. Consider the following statements 
with reference to India Cooling Action 
Plan (ICAP): 

1. India is the first country in world 
to develop such a document. 

2. It aims for reduction of cooling 
demand across sectors by 20% to 
25% by year 2037-38. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

35. Khurja Super Thermal Power Project will 
come up in: 


(d) Uttarakhand 

36. Consider the following statement 
regarding White Label ATMs: 

1. These are owned and operated by non¬ 
bank entities. 

2. These are allowed to display 
advertisements pertaining to non- 
financial products or services. 

3. White-label ATMs accepts cards issued 
by banks and does not accept cash 
deposits. 


(a) Uttar Pradesh 

(b) Bihar 

(c) Madhya Pradesh 



Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

37. Chakra III recently seen in news is a: 

(a) Missile 

(b) Jet fighter 

(c) Submarine 

(d) Aircraft carrier 

38. Consider the following statements 
regarding Purple Frog recently seen in 
news: 

1. It is endemic to the Eastern Ghats 
of India. 

2. It is listed as Endangered by the 
IUCN Red List. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

39. Which of the following 

has launched a new application called 
'Bolo' that aims to help children in 
primary school to read in Hindi and 
English: 

(a) Facebook 


(b) Google 

(c) Microsoft 

(d) Niti Ayog 

40. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter: 

1. It was launched by NASA. 

2. It helps to find environment necessary 
for safe future robotic and human lunar 
missions. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

41. Marayoor Jaggery recently gets Gl tag 
belongs to which of the following state: 

(a) Karnataka 

(b) Gujarat 

(c) Rajasthan 

(d) Kerala 

42. Consider the following statements 
regarding Central Industrial Security Force 
(CISF): 

1. It is a Central Armed Police Force in 
India. 



2. It is under the Ministry of Home 
Affairs. 

3. It was raised under an Act of 
Parliament namely Border Security 
Force Act, 1972. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
CORRECT? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 1 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

43. Bandipur Tiger Reserve recently 
seen in news is in: 

(a) Maharashtra 

(b) Uttarakhand 

(c) Karnataka 

(d) Tamil Nadu 

44. Consider following statements 
regarding Nari Shakti Puruskar: 

1. It is the highest civilian honour 
that is awarded exclusively to 
women. 

2. It is awarded by the Ministry of 
Women and Child Development. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 


45. SIGI 2019 Global Report is 
published by: 

(a) World Bank 

(b) IMF 

(c) OECD 

(d) World Economic Forum 

46. Ghumot recently seen in news is: 

(a) Ancient-remnant 

(b) Brassware 


47. Consider the following statements 
regarding Combat Causality Drugs recently 
seen in news: 

1. It is developed by Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organization. 

2. It will help to reduce casualties in 
Pulwama type attacks and can extend 
the golden hour. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

48. Mohar reservoir project recently 


(c) Dance 

(d) Musical instrument 


seen in news is in: 



(a) Odisha 

(b) Chhattisgarh 

(c) Bihar 

(d) Jharkhand 

49. With reference to National Board 
for Wildlife, consider the following 
statements: 

1. It is a Statutory Organization. 

2. No alteration of boundaries in 
national parks and wildlife 
sanctuaries can be done without 
approval of the NBWL. 

3. Minister of Environment forest 
and climate change is Ex-officio 
chairman of NBWL 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) land 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) land 2 only 

50. Crying Keelback recently seen in 
news is a species of: 

(a) Flower 

(b) Bird 

(c) Frog 


51. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Udyami Mitra Portal 
recently seen in the news: 

1. The portal has been launched for 
easy access of environmental 
clearance for the MSMEs. 

2. It has been launched by Small 
Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

52. e-Samiksha recently seen in news is 
intended to: 

(a) To track the performance of 
environment ministry on the issue of 
climate change. 

(b) Enhance the governance of ministry 
of new and renewable energy 
particularly for solar energy. 

(c) To track the progress on projects & 
policy initiatives of various ministries. 

(d) To review the development of higher 
education in India 

53. Project Chaman recently seen in 
news is related to: 


(d)Snake 


(a) Horticulture 



(b) Spread Awareness to reduce 
regionalism 

(c) Welfare of Senior Citizens 

(d) Natural Resource Allocation 

54. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Members of 
Parliament Local Area Development 
(MPLAD) Scheme: 

1. It has been launched by 
government after 16th Lok Sabha 
election. 

2. It empowers every Member of 
Parliament (MP) to spend a 
certain sum of amount for the 
development of his/her 
constituency. 

3. MPLADS is a centrally-sponsored 
plan scheme fully funded by the 
government of India. 

4. The funds released under the 
scheme are non-lapsable. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 (b) 3 and 4 only 

(c) land 4 only (d) 2, 3 and 4 only 

55. Mission Bhagiratha recently seen in 
news is related to: 

(a) Uttarakhand 

(b) Himachal Pradesh 


(c) Telangana 

(d) Tamilnadu 

56. Consider the following statements about 
Pro bono legal services: 

1. Bar council of India has introduced 
the pro bono legal services 
scheme aiming to connect those in 
need of legal aid with lawyers 
through use of technology. 

2. It is a web based platform through 
which the interested lawyers can 
register themselves to volunteer 
services. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

57. Consider the following 
recommendations of Law Commission 
of India's for improving the working of 
tribunals in India: 

1. It has proposed a common nodal 
agency to monitor the working of 
tribunals. 

2. Vacancy arising in the Tribunal 
should be filled up quickly, 
preferably within six months prior 
to the occurrence of vacancy. 

3. Chairman should hold office for 6 
years or till he attains the age of 
65 years, whichever is earlier. 



Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

58. Consider the following statement 
about Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) 
Act: 

1. It establishes Bureau of Indian 
Standards as National Standards 
Body of India to certify certain 
standards of quality for goods and 
services. 

2. The act allows the central 
government to notify certain 
goods or articles which will need 
to compulsorily carry a standard 
mark. 

3. There is no provision for repair or 
recall, if product is bearing 
Standard Mark but not conforming 
to the relevant Indian Standard, 
Product must be ceased. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
NOT correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

59. Which of the following has been 
declared as the best Swachh Iconic 
Place'(clean place) in India? 

(a) Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus, 
Maharashtra 


(b) Tirupati Temple, Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Golden Temple, Punjab 

(d) Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple in 
Madurai 

60. Consider the following statements 
about Dawn mission: 

Dawn mission was launched by 
NASA deploying spacecrafts to 
orbit extra-terrestrial objects. 

It is the only mission ever to orbit two 
extraterrestrial targets. 

NASA has recently authorized a 
second extension of the Dawn 
mission at asteroid Vesta. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

61. Consider the following statements with 
reference to INS Khanderi: 

1. It is the second Scorpene Submarine 
built under the Project-75. 

2. It features additional air-independent 
propulsion (AIP). 

3. It was named after an island fort of 
Maratha ruler Chhatrapati Shivaji. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
INCORRECT? 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 



(a) land 3 only (b) 3 only 

(c) 1 only (d) None of the above. 

62. Consider the following statement with 
Reference to INS Sukanya: 

1. The Sukanya-class patrol vessels 
are large, offshore patrol craft 
planned to be inducted in the 
Indian Navy by 2022. 

2. Vessels of the Sukanya class are 
named after notable women from 
Indian epics. 

3. Two vessels of the 

class, Subhadra and Suvarna have 
been used as test beds for 
installation of the Dhanush ship- 
based ballistic missile launch 
system. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 

63. Which of the following has recently 
launched an Integrity Index? 

(a) Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 

(b) Niti Ayog 

(c) Comptroller and Auditor general 


64. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Film and Television 
Institute of India (FTII): 

1. It an autonomous institute under 
the Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting. 

2. The Centre government has 
planned to set up a similar new 
Institute in Arunachal Pradesh as 
part of an initiative to tap the 
potential of the North Eastern 
region. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

65. T. K. Viswanathan committee 
recently seen in news is related to: 

(a) Hate speech 

(b) Road Safety 

(c) Parliamentary Reform 

(d) Rights of Transgender 

66. Consider the following statements 
regarding Vikram-class offshore patrol 
vessel: 

1. Vikram is the first of a series of 
seven offshore patrol vessels 
(OPV). 


(d) Supreme Court of India 



(d) Jupiter 


2. Offshore patrol vessels are long- 

range surface ships capable of 
coastal and off-shore patrolling, 69. VARUNA naval exercise is between: 

and policing maritime zones. 

3. ICGS (Indian coast guard ship) (a) India-Russia 

Vikram is the country's first-ever 

such defence craft to be built in a (b) India - Japan 

private shipyard. 

4. ICGS Vikram is likely to be (c) India- France 

inducted into the Indian Coast 

Guard by 2020. (d) India - South Korea 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only (d) All of the above 

67. Recently, the Indian Research Space 
Organisation (ISRO) has planned to set 
a research centre in: 

(a) Tamilnadu 

(b) Himachal Pradesh 

(c) Gujarat 

(d) Assam 

68. Global Aurora, an event, was 
sometimes in news. It is related to: 

(a) Mercury 

(b) Venus 


70. Quasi-Zenith Satellite System, recently 
seen in news, belongs to: 

(a) Japan 


(c) Mongolia 

(d) South Korea 

71. 'Living will' concept sometimes seen in 
news is related to: 

(a) Guarantee of not calming anything before 
going in Space 

(b) Transfer of Property 

(c) Euthanasia 

(d) Cyber Crime 

72. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Ready-to-use 
Therapeutic Food (RUTF) - recently seen 


(b) China 


(c) Mars 


in news: 



1. RUTF is a medical intervention to 
cure Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) among Children. 

2. It includes readymade packed 
paste made of high energy 
fortified supplements. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

73. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Health of our 
Hospitals' index: 

1. Niti Aayog along with the Ministry 
of Women and Child Development 
has started ranking district 
hospitals through 'Health of our 
Hospitals' index. 

2. Its aims to provide comprehensive 
secondary health care services to 
the people in the district at an 
acceptable level of quality. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

74. Consider the following statement 
with reference to Global Financial 
Center Index (GFCI): 


1. Gujarat International Finance Tec- 
City (GIFT City)'s International 
Financial Services Centre (IFSC) 
has bagged the 10th spot in GFCI. 

2. The report presents parameter for 
measuring the attractiveness of 
financial Centers. 

3. It is produced annually by the 
China Development Institute (CDI) 
in Shenzhen and a commercial 
think tank in London. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

75. Which of the following is NOT the 
Indicator of Global Hunger Index? 

(a) Undernourished as a percentage of the 
population 

(b) Children under the age of five suffering 
from wasting 

(c) Children under the age of five suffering 
from stunting 

(d) Life Expectancy at birth 

76. Consider the following statements with 
reference to Passport Index: 

1. It was developed by UK based 
global consultancy Arton Capital. 

2. In its new ranking, Singapore has 
the world's most powerful 



passport which allows travel to 
159 countries either without a 
visa or visa on arrival. 

3. It is the first time that an Asian 
country has occupied the first 
place in the index. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) all of the above 

77. Which of the following country/ 
countries is/are not a part of Horn of 
Africa? 

1. Ethiopia 

2. Djibouti 

3. Kenya 

4. Eritrea 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) 3 and 4 only 

78. Consider the following statement 
Tawny Lark: 

1. Tawny Lark belongs to a family of 
larks well-known for their 
mimicking abilities. 

2. It is found only in the arid 
grasslands and scrub lands of 
central and west-central India. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

79. Recently, India, Brazil and South 
Africa have signed the IBSA Trust Fund 
Agreement that seeks to: 

(a) Fight poverty in developing 
countries. 

(b) Improve the Infrastructure for 
growth of renewable energy. 

(c) Strengthen port facility to improve 
trilateral trade among IBSA countries. 

(d) Improve health facilities in 
developing countries. 

80. Consider the following statements 
regarding SECURE Himalaya: 

1. It is a 10 year project-called to 
ensure conservation of locally and 
globally significant biodiversity, 
land and forest resources. 

2. It was launched by the Union 
environment ministry in 
association with the United 
Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 


(a) 1 only 


(b) 2 only 



(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

81. For the first time, India along with 
which of the following countries has 
decided to undertake a joint tiger 
census by using a globally-recognized 
method? 

(a) Bangladesh 

(b) Bhutan 

(c) Myanmar 

(d) Nepal 

82. Consider the following statement 
with reference to 'Amrabad Tiger 
Reserve 1 : 

1. It is the largest tiger reserve in the 
country. 

2. The multipurpose reservoirs 
Srisailam and Nagarjunasagar are 
located in the reserve. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

83. Consider the following statements 
regarding Sathyamangalam Tiger 
Reserve: 


1. It is a protected area and tiger 
reserve along the Eastern Ghat in 
the state of Kerala. 

2. It was first tiger reserve declared 
under project Tiger. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

84. Consider the following statements 
with reference to The Twelfth Session 
of the Conference of the Parties: 

1. The Twelfth Session of the 
Conference of the Parties to the 
Bonn Convention (CMS COP12) 
was held in Manila, the 
Philippines. 

2. It is the first time that the COP has 
been held in Asia. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

85. Greenhouse Gas Bulletin is 
published by? 

(a) United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) 


(b) Intergovernmental panel on climate 
change (IPCC) 



(c) World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) 

(d) Global environment facility 

86. Consider the following statement 
regarding PAT (perform, achieve & trade) 
scheme: 

1. It was launched by Bureau of 
Energy Efficiency (Ministry of 
Power) under the National Mission 
for Enhanced Energy Efficiency 
(NMEEE). 

2. It is a market based mechanism in 
which sectors are assigned 
efficiency targets. 

3. The first report of PAT scheme 
shows that energy-intensive 
industries have not reduced their 
emission yet. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

87. Consider the following statements: 

1. Sand is a minor mineral under the 
Mines and Minerals (Development 
and Regulation) Act, 1957 

2. According Indian Bureau of Mines to 
sand is the second most mined minor 
mineral. 


Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

88. Consider the following statements 
regarding Global Wildlife Program 
(GWP): 

1. GWP is World-Bank led global 
partnership of 19 countries in 
Asia and Africa to promote the 
conservation and sustainable 
development by combating 
trafficking in wildlife. 

2. It was initiated in 2015 by the 
Global Environment Facility (GEF). 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

89. Which of the following is NOT 
exempted from No objection certificate 
(NOC) for ground water extraction 
under new guidelines proposed by 
Central Ground Water Authority 
(CGWA)? 

(a) Farmers 

(b) Mining 

(c) Government infrastructure projects 



(d) Private housing societies 

90. Consider the following statement 
with reference to National Investment 
and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF): 

1. The Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority (ADIA) became the first 
institutional investor in the NIIF. 

2. The NIIF is a trust that raises debt 
to invest in the equity of 
infrastructure finance companies. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

91. Consider the following statements 
with reference to Public Financial 
Management System (PFMS): 

1. It was earlier known as Central Plan 
Schemes Monitoring System 
(CPSMS), 

2. It is a web-based online software 
application. 

3. It is developed and implemented by 
the Office of Controller General of 
Accounts. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) land 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 3 only (d) All of the above 


92. Consider the following statements: 

1. India accounted for the 2nd largest 
telecom network in the world. 

2. India has the highest number of 
internet users in the world. 

3. According to the Ericsson Mobility 
Report India, smartphone subscriptions 
in India are expected to increase four¬ 
fold by 2021. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
CORRECT? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only (d) All of the above 

93. The National Wildlife Action Plan 
2017-2031 recently seen in news has 
been drafted by: 


(c) Justice Ranjan Desai Committee 

(d) J. C. Kalra Committee 

94. Which of the following is the 
objective of Sovereign Gold Bond 
Scheme? 

1. To reduce India's over 
dependence on gold imports. 

2. To change the habits of Indians 
from saving in physical form of 
gold to a paper form with 
Sovereign backing. 


(a) K Vijay Raghavan Commitee 

(b) Sushil Modi Committee 



(b) Climate change 


3. To increase the Foreign Exchange 
Reserves of India. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 2 only (d) All of the above 

95. Start-up Sangam Initiative is 
intended to: 

(a) Spread awareness among tech 
professionals about new startups 

(b) Bring innovations and disruptions 
in the technology in heavy oil and 
gas industry 

(c) Promote MSME's 

(d) Enhance capability of existing 
startups citing massive failure 

96. Which of the following is NOT 
component of Paryatan Parv launched 
by Ministry of Tourism? 

(a) Dekho Apna Desh 

(b) Multilingual Tourist Helpline 

(c) Tourism for All 

(d) Tourism & Governance 

97. "IndiaRAP Programme" recently seen in 
news, is related to? 

(a) Road Safety 


(c) Rapid development of Artificial 
intelligence 

(d) Women empowerment 

98. Which of the following has recently 
launched by the government as an option 
under futures trading in Multi Commodity 
Exchange (MCX) for the first time? 

(a) Gold 

(b) Silver 

(c) Millet 

(d) Potato 

99. With reference to Human Capital 
Index (HCI), consider the following 
statements: 

1. The World Bank launched its first 
Human Capital Index (HCI) in 
Indonesia. 

2. It placed India, lower than Nepal, 

Sri Lanka, Myanmar and 
Bangladesh. 

Which of the above statements is/are 
correct? 

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) neither 1 nor 2 

100. Which of the following has 
planned to launch a financial literacy 



drive in 80 blocks in 9 states on pilot 
basis to educate people on e- 
transactions, formal sector borrowings 
and insurance purchases? 

(a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 

(b) Niti Ayog 

(c) Life Insurance Corporation of India 

(d) The Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology 



Explanation 

1. Answer (c) Providing financial 
support to Integrated Bioethanol 
Projects. 

• The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs has approved the "Pradhan 
Mantri JI-VAN (Jaiv Indhan- Vatavaran 
Anukool fasal awashesh Nivaran) 
Yojana". 

•The scheme provides financial support 
to Integrated Bioethanol Projects using 
lignocellulosic biomass and other 
renewable feedstock. 

•The scheme focuses to incentivise 2G 
Ethanol sector and support this nascent 
industry by creating a suitable 
ecosystem for setting up commercial 
projects and increasing Research & 
Development in this area. 

• The Pradhan Mantri JI-VAN Yojana will 
be supported with the total financial 
outlay of Rs 1969.50 crore for the period 
2018-19 to 2023-24. 

✓ Highlights of the Pradhan Mantri JI- 
VAN Yojana 

• The Centre for High Technology (CHT), 
a technical body under the aegis of the 
Union Ministry of Petroleum and 
Natural Gas, will be the implementation 
Agency for the scheme. 

• The Project developers, interested in 
availing benefits of the scheme, need to 
submit their proposal for review by 


Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) of 
the Ministry. 

• The Projects recommended by SAC 
shall be approved by Steering 
Committee of the Ministry under the 
chairmanship of Secretary of Ministry of 
Petroleum. 

• The ethanol produced by the 
beneficiaries of the scheme will be 
mandatorily supplied to Oil Marketing 
Companies (OMCs) to further enhance 
the blending percentage under Ethanol 
Blending Programme (EBP). 

/ Benefits of the scheme 

• Meeting the vision of Government in 
reducing import dependence by way of 
substituting fossil fuels with Biofuels 

• Achieving the greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction targets through 
progressive substitution of fossil fuels 

• Addressing environmental concerns 
caused due to burning of biomass or 
crop residues. 

• Improving the health of citizens 

• Improving farmers' income by 
providing them remunerative income for 
their otherwise waste agriculture 
residues 

• Creating rural & urban employment 
opportunities in 2G Ethanol projects and 
Biomass supply chain. 



• Contributing to Swacch Bharat Mission 
by supporting the aggregation of non¬ 
food biofuel feedstocks 

• Indigenisation of Second Generation 
Biomass to Ethanol technologies. 

2. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because Cabinet 
approves inclusion of Common Services 
Centres under MEITY as Enrolment 
Agency for PM-SYM. 

/ About Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi 
Maan-Dhan Yojana: 

PM-SYM is a voluntary and contributory 
pension scheme that will engage as 
many as 42 crore workers in the 
unorganised sector. 

Eligibility: 

• The unorganised sector workers, with 
income of less than Rs 15,000 per 
month and who belong to the entry age 
group of 18-40 years, will be eligible for 
the scheme. 

• Those workers should not be covered 
under New Pension Scheme (NPS), 
Employees' State Insurance 
Corporation (ESIC) scheme or 
Employees' Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO). 

• He or she should not be an income tax 
payer. 

What are CSCs? 

/ Common Services Centers 
(CSCs): are a strategic cornerstone of 


the Digital India programme. They are 
the access points for delivery of various 
electronic services to villages in India, 
thereby contributing to a digitally and 
financially inclusive society. 

• They are multiple-services-single-point 
model for providing facilities for 
multiple transactions at a single 
geographical location. They are the 
access points for delivery of essential 
public utility services, social welfare 
schemes, healthcare, financial, 
education and agriculture services to 
citizens in rural and remote areas of the 
country. 

3. Answer (b) Science and technology 

• The award is named after the founder 
Director of the Council of Scientific & 
Industrial Research (CSIR), the late Dr 
(Sir) Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar and is 
known as the 'Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar 
(SSB) Prize for Science and Technology'. 
The Prize is given each year for 
outstanding contributions to science and 
technology. 

/ Eligibility: 

•Any citizen of India engaged in 
research in any field of science and 
technology up to the age of 45 years. 
Overseas citizen of India (OCI) and 
Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) working in 
India are also eligible. 

•The Prize is bestowed on a person who, 



in the opinion of CSIR, has made 
conspicuously important and 
outstanding contributions to human 
knowledge and progress - fundamental 
and applied - in the particular field of 
endeavour, which is his/her 
specialization. 

•The Prize is awarded on the basis of 
contributions made through work done 
primarily in India during the five years 
preceding the year of the Prize. 

4. Answer (c) 2 and 3 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Arun river originates in Tibet 
Autonomous Region of the People's 
Republic of China where it is called the 
Phung Chu or Bum-chu. 

• It was in news because Cabinet 
approves investment proposal for 
transmission component of Arun-3 
Hydro Electric Project (Nepal portion) by 
Sutlej Jal Vikas Nigam(SJVN) Limited. 

• The project will provide surplus power 
to India strengthening economic 
linkages with Nepal. The power from the 
project shall be exported from 
Dhalkebar in Nepal to Muzaffarpur in 
India. 

• The Arun-3 Hydro Electric project (900 
MW) is located on Arun River in 
Sankhuwasabha District of Eastern 
Nepal. 

/ About Arun river 


•The Arun River is a trans-boundary 
river and is part of the Kosi or Sapt Koshi 
river system in Nepal. 

• In Tibet, the river is called Bum- 
chu,also transliterated Phung-Chu or 
from Chinese as Peng Qu or 

Pumqu. Nepal the river's name changes 
to Arun. 

• The Kosi or Sapta Koshi drains eastern 
Nepal. It is known as Sapt Koshi 
because of the seven rivers which join 
together in east-central Nepal to form 
this river. The main rivers forming the 
Koshi system are - the Sun Kosi, the 
Indravati River, the Bhote Koshi, the 
Dudh Kosi, the Arun River, Barun River, 
and Tamur River. 

5. Answer (c) IRCTC 

• To promote digital transactions, the 
Indian Rail Catering and Tourism 
Corporation (IRCTC) have launched its 
much awaited payment aggregator 
system 'IRCTC iPay'. 

• The exclusive digital payment gateway 
will provide better digital experience 
and improved online digital payment 
convenience to rail passengers availing 
online travel-related services through 
the website. 

With the launch of IRCTC iPay, the 
passengers will not need any third-party 
platforms. 

6. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because a National 
Conference on "Deendayal Disabled 
Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)" was 



recently inaugurated at New Delhi. 

• The Conference was organised by the 
Department of Empowerment of 
Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), 
Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment. 

The objective of the conference was to 
sensitize the stakeholders of the scheme 
i.e. Programme Implementing Agencies 
(PIAs), District level officers & State 
Government officers. 

/ About Deendayal Disabled 
Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS): 

•"Scheme to Promote Voluntary Action 
for Persons with Disabilities" was 
revised and renamed as the "Deendayal 
Disabled Rehabilitation Scheme (DDRS)". 

• The approach of this Scheme is to 
provide financial assistance to voluntary 
organizations to make available the 
whole range of services necessary for 
rehabilitation of persons with disabilities 
including early intervention, 
development of daily living skills, 
education, skill-development oriented 
towards employability, training and 
awareness generation. 

/The objectives of the scheme are: 

•To create an enabling environment to 
ensure equal opportunities, equity, 
social justice and empowerment of 
persons with disabilities. 

•To encourage voluntary action for 
ensuring effective implementation of 
the People with Disabilities (Equal 


Opportunities and Protection of Rights) 
Act of 1995. 

7. Answer (b) 2 and 3 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because It is prepared by the Indian 
Banking Association (IBA) and Boston 
Consulting Group. 

• Punjab National Bank has topped the 
list. It is followed by Bank of Baroda, 
State Bank of India (SBI), and Oriental 
Bank of Commerce. 

/ The BCG-IBA report EASE Reforms 
for Public Sector Banks measures the 
performance of each PSB on 140 
objective metrics across 6 themes. The 
6 themes are: 

• Customer Responsiveness: Enhanced 
Access & Service Excellence for 
customer comfort. 

• Responsible Banking: Financial 
stability, governance for ensuring 
outcomes, and EASE for clean & 
commercially prudent business. 

• Credit Off-take: Enhanced Access & 
Service Excellence for the borrower and 
proactive delivery of credit 

• PSB's as UdyamiMitra: Enhanced 
Access & Service Excellence of financing 
and bill discounting for MSMEs 

• Deepening Financial Inclusion & 
Digitalisation: Enhanced Access & 
Service Excellence through near-home 
banking, microinsurance, and 
digitalization 



• Ensuring outcomes - HR: Developing 
personnel for Brand PSB. 

/ For more details visit: 

https://psuwatch.com/punjab-national- 

bank-bags-the-ease-reforms-index-award/ 

8. Answer (b) 1, 2 and 3 only is correct 

• Fourth statement is NOT CORRECT 
because India is neither a member nor 
observer of the group . 

• The Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC) is the second largest 
intergovernmental organization after 
the United Nations with a membership 
of 57 states spread over four continents. 

• The Organization is the collective voice 
of the Muslim world. 

• It endeavors to safeguard and protect 
the interests of the Muslim world in the 
spirit of promoting international peace 
and harmony among various people of 
the world. 

• The Organization was established 
upon a decision of the historical summit 
which took place in Rabat, Kingdom of 
Morocco on 25 September 1969. 

• The OIC has permanent delegations to 
the United Nations and the European 
Union. 

• The official languages of the OIC are 
Arabic, English, and French. 

9. Answer (d) offshore rupee markets. 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
constituted a panel under the former 
deputy governor Usha Thorat to 
examine issues related to offshore rupee 
markets and recommend policy 


measures to ensure the stability of the 
external value of the domestic currency. 

10. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• In continuation of the process of 
engaging the global strategic community 
in an annual review of India's 
opportunities and challenges in the 
Indo-Pacific region, the second edition 
of Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue (IPRD) 
-2019 held in New Delhi. 

• Aim: To provide a platform for 
substantive and insightful discussions 
pertaining to the geopolitical 
developments affecting the maritime 
domain of the Indo-Pacific, and provide 
policy-relevant inputs to the policy¬ 
makers and the public at large. 

• The idea of an Indo-Pacific Regional 
Dialogue (IPRD) was first 
conceptualised and conducted in 2018, 

as the apex level conference of the 
Indian Navy, organised by the National 
Maritime Foundation as the Navy's 
Knowledge Partner. 

• The permanent theme of this annual 
dialogue is a review of India's 
opportunities and challenges in the 
Indo-Pacific region. 

• The aim is to focus attention on the 
Indo-Pacific, as a maritime geographical- 
entity, while deliberating aspects of 
great relevance to regional geopolitics. 

11. Answer (b) 2 and 3 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it is an initiative by Ministry of 
HRD in collaboration with AICTE, 









Persistent Systems, i4c and Rambhau 
Mhalgi Prabodhini. 

• Smart India Hackathon 2019 is a 
nationwide initiative to provide students 
a platform to solve some of pressing 
problems we face in our daily lives, and 
thus inculcate a culture of product 
innovation and a mindset of problem 
solving. 

• In SIH 2019, the students would also 
have the opportunity to work on 
challenges faced within the private 
sector organisations and create world 
class solutions for some of the top 
companies in the world, thus helping the 
Private sector hire the best minds from 
across the nation. 

• It involves 1 Lakh+ technical students, 
3000+ technical institutions, 200+ 
organizations from across India. 

For more information visit: 

https://www.sih.ROv.in/sih2019 

12. Answer (a) 1 and 2 only is correct 

• Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because It is classified as Near 
threatened by IUCN. 

• It was in news because the Directorate 
General of Foreign Trade (DGFT), an 
agency of the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry, has revised its export policy to 
permit the export of red sanders if it is 

obtained from cultivated land. 

• Red sanders, red sandalwood, or 
saunderswood, is endemic to the 
southern Eastern Ghats mountain range 
of South India. 


• This tree is valued for the rich red 
color of its wood. The wood is not 
aromatic. 

• The wood is protected under the 
Wildlife Protection Act. 

13. Answer (c) India and Bangladesh 

• Border Security Force (BSF) and Border 
Guards Bangladesh (BGB) recently 
concluded a three-day 'Mainamati 
Maitree Exercise 2019' as a part of 
'Confidence Building Measures' 
between the two border guards. 

• The exercise was named after 
Mainamati hill range situated 8 km west 
of Comilla Township in Bangladesh, 
which is home to an ancient Buddhist 
archaeological site in the region. 

• The objective of Mainamati Maitree 
Exercise 2019 was to plan and conduct 
anti-smuggling and anti-criminal activity 
related operations with an aim to 
achieve better joint operational 
efficiency and border management in 
the area. 

14. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• It was in news because 
PSBloansin59minutes.com launched 
three months ago has emerged as the 
largest online lending platfor m, 
according to a report by global financial 
firm Credit Suisse. 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because this portal provide credit of up 
to Rs 1 crore to micro, small and 













medium enterprises (MSMEs) in just 59 
minutes. 

• It is one of its kind platforms in MSME 
segment which integrates advanced 
fintech to ensure seamless loan 
approval and management. The loans 
are undertaken without human 
intervention till sanction and or 
disbursement stage. 

15. Answer (d) Madhya Pradesh 

• A 'Centre for Disability Sports' will be 
set up at Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh . 
The proposal regarding setting up of it 
has been approved by the Government. 

• It will be registered under the Societies 
Registration Act, 1860, which is to 
function under the name of Centre for 
Disability Sports, Gwalior. 

• Improved sports infrastructure 
created by this Centre will ensure 
effective participation of Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs) in sports activities 
and also enable them to compete at 
national and international levels. Setting 
up of the Centre will develop a sense of 
belonging in Divyangjan to facilitate 
their integration in society. 

16. Answer (d) All of the above 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
recently launched a National Common 
Mobility Card (NCMC). 

•National Common Mobility Card 
(NCMC), also known as One Nation One 
Card, is an inter-operable transport card 
conceived by the Ministry of Housing 


and Urban Affairs of the Government of 
India. 

• The transport card enables user pay 
for travel, toll duties, retail shopping, 
and withdraw money. 

• It is enabled through the RuPay card 
mechanism. With the advent of this 
indigenously-developed and one-of-its- 
kind card, the country is no longer 
required to be dependent on foreign 
technology. 

• The NCMC card is issuable as a 
prepaid, debi t, or credit RuPay card 

from partnered banks such as State 
Bank of India, Punjab National Bank, and 
others. 

• The stored value on card supports 
offline transaction across all travel 
needs with minimal financial risk to 
involved stakeholders. 

• The urban development ministry 
brought in the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI) with the 
task of management, clearing and 
settlement of payments, simulating 
cards and terminals and maintenance 
of network. 

• Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) has 
created the reader prototype. 



17. Answer (c) India- Bangladesh 

• Project BOLD-QIT (Border 
Electronically Dominated QRT 
Interception Technique) under CIBMS 
(Comprehensive Integrated Border 
Management system) has been 
inaugurated on India-Bangladesh 
border in Dhubri District of Assam. 

• BOLD-QIT is the project to install 
technical systems under the 
Comprehensive Integrated Border 
Management System (CIBMS), which 
enables BSF to equip Indo-Bangla 
borders with different kind of sensors 
in unfenced riverine area of 
Brahmaputra and its tributaries. 

• Border Security Force is responsible 
for safeguarding of 4,096 Km long 
International Border with Bangladesh. 

At various places, it is not possible to 
erect Border Fence due to the 
geographical barriers. The 61 Kms of 
Border area in District Dhubri, Assam 
where River Brahmaputra enters into 
Bangladesh is consisting of vast char 
lands and innumerable river channels 
thus making border guarding in this 
area, a daunting task especially during 
rainy season. 

• The implementation of this project will 
not only help BSF to curb all type of 
cross border crimes but also provide 
respite to the troops from round the 
clock human surveillance. 


/ What is CIBMS? 

• The concept of CIBMS is the 
integration of manpower, sensors and 
command and control to improve 
situational awareness and facilitate 
quick response to emerging situations. 

• Among major components of CIBMS is 
the 'virtual fence'. The second 
component is the command and control, 
which will help in optimum use of 
resources for border management. 
Another component is power 
management to keep CIBMS running. 

18. Answer (b) Trade program 

• It was in news because USA has 

decided to withdraw India's name from 
Generalized System of Preferences or 
GSP list. 

• It is a U.S. trade program designed to 
promote economic growth in the 
developing world. 

• It provides preferential duty-free entry 
for up to 4,800 products from 129 
designated beneficiary countries and 
territories. 

• India exported an estimated $5.6 
billion worth of goods to the US under 
this program in 2017. 

• The reason behind this move is that 
India has not assured the United States 
that it will provide equitable and 
reasonable access to its markets. 

19. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• Rhinoceros was in news because India 
and four rhino range nations have 
signed a declaration 'The New Delhi 



Declaration on Asian Rhinos 2019' for 
the conservation and protection of the 
species at the recently held Second 
Asian Rhino Range Countries meeting. 

• 2nd Asian Rhino Range Countries 
meeting was held at New Delhi and 
organised by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change of Government of India in 
collaboration with the IUCN Asian Rhino 
Specialist Group, WWF- India and 
Aaranyak. 

• India will collaborate with Bhutan, 
Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia to 
increase the population of three species 
of Asian rhinos, including the Greater 
one-horned rhinoceros found in the 
Indian sub-continent. 

• The declaration was signed to 
conserve and review the population of 
the Greater one-horned, Javan and 
Sumatran rhinos every four years to 
reassess the need for joint actions to 
secure their future. 

/ The twelve point strategic actions 
outlined the following actions: 

1) To collaborate to strengthen 
protection regimes, strategic 
information gathering, and real time 
sharing of actionable information on 
rhino crime and its horn trade to secure 
the rhino population within and 
between range countries. 

2) To initiate research on various habitat 
parameters including invasive species 
threatening the suitable habitats of 
Asian rhinos and take appropriate steps 


to optimally manage the habitats. 

3) To explore possibilities of expanding 
rhino ranges within country or between 
rhino range countries for optimal 
population management. 

4) To strengthen transboundary 
collaboration among India, Nepal, and 
Bhutan for the greater one-horned rhino 
conservation and protection. 

5) To identify connectivity and corridors 
across international boundaries and 
keep them functional, safe and secure 
for free movement of Asian rhinos and 
other wildlife. 

6) To increase the engagement of the 
local communities as stewards to secure 
the future of rhinos in range countries. 

7) To initiate proactive monitoring on 
potential adverse impacts of climate 
change on rhino health and their 
habitats in range countries. 

8) To undertake studies on Rhino health 
issues & potential diseases and take 
necessary steps for management 
intervention. 

9) To regularly organize exposure visits 
for managers and frontline staffs of the 
rhino range countries and to document 
the best practices for wider 
dissemination. 

10) To collaborate and strengthen 
wildlife forensics for the purpose of 
investigation. 

11) To accelerate natural and 
conservation breeding of critically 
endangered Sumatran rhino including 
best use of all available individuals and 
technologies. 

12) To call to the attention of all 
countries that possible opening of 



international trade of rhino horn and 
other derivatives will have a severe 
detrimental impact on rhino populations 
in Asian rhino range countries. 

/ Some key facts: 

• Indian rhinoceros also called the 

greater one-horned rhinoceros and 
great Indian rhinoceros, is a rhinoceros 
native to the Indian subcontinent. 

• The greater one-horned rhinoceros is 
the largest of the three Asian rhinos 
and, together with African white rhinos, 
is the largest of all rhino species. 

• Two species of rhino in Asia—Javan 
and Sumatran— are critically 
endangered . 

20. Answer (d) Greenpeace 

•IQAir AirVisual and Greenpeace have 
released World Air Quality Report 2018. 

• The index measures the presence of 
fine particulate matter PM2.5 in the air. 

• The report, based on a study of 3000 
cities, said that 64 percent of the cities 
exceeded the World Health 
Organisation's annual exposure 
guideline for PM 2.5. In South Asia itself, 
99 percent of the cities exceeded the 
WHO's safe standard exposure of 10 
micrograms/cubic metre annually. 

• Of the 10 cities with highest pollution, 
seven are in India, while one is in China 
and two are in Pakistan. 

• India's Gurugram led the list of most 
polluted cities in the world in 2018, 


followed by Ghaziabad, Faridabad, 

Noida, and Bhiwadi in the top six worst- 
affected cities. 

• Delhi was ranked at number 11 on the 
pollution chart. 

21. Answer (b) India and Oman 

• Al Nagah III, third in the series of 
bilateral joint exercise between India 
and Oman will hold at Jabel Al Akhdar 
Mountains in Oman. 

• The exercise will see both the armies 
exchanging expertise and experience in 
tactics, weapon handling and firing, with 
an aim to enhance interoperability in 
counter terrorist operations in semi 
urban mountainous terrain. 

22. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• Recently, The Swachh Survekshan 
awards 2019 were recently conferred by 
President Ram Nath Kovind. 

Swachh Survekshan 2019 covered all 
urban local bodies in the country, 

making it the largest such cleanliness 
survey in the world. 

/ some key facts: 

• Indore was adjudged India's cleanest 
city for the third straight year. The 
second and third positions in the 
category were grabbed by Ambikapur in 
Chhattisgarh and Mysore in Karnataka. 

• Bhopal is country's Swachh capital . 

• New Delhi Municipal Council area was 










given the 'Cleanest Small City' award . 

• Uttarakhand Gauchar was adjudged 
the 'Best Ganga Town'. 

• The 'Cleanest Big City' award has been 
bagged by Ahmedabad, while Raipur is 
the 'Fastest Moving Big City' . 

• Ujjain has been the adjudged the 
'Cleanest Medium City' and Mathura- 
Vrindavan bagged the tag of the 
'Fastest Moving Medium Cities'. 

23. Answer (d) All of the above 

•NABL launches Quality Assurance 
Scheme. 

• It has been launched for Basic 
Composite Medical Laboratories. 

/ Key features of the scheme: 

• It is a voluntary scheme. 

• The laboratories performing only basic 
routine tests like blood glucose, blood 
counts, rapid tests for common 
infections, liver & kidney function tests 
and routine tests of urine will be eligible 
to apply under this scheme. 

• The scheme requires minimal 
documentation and a nominal fee has 
been prescribed for availing the scheme. 
Components of competence assessment 
have been added for assuring quality 
and validity of test results. 

• Successful laboratories will be issued a 
certificate of compliance to QAS BC 
scheme by NABL and they will be 
allowed to use a distinct symbol on the 
test reports as a mark of endorsement 
to the basic standard for a defined time 
frame before which they will have to 


transition to full accreditation as per ISO 
15189. 

• Through this scheme, patients availing 
services of small labs in primary health 
centers, community health centers, 
doctor's clinic, standalone small labs, 
labs in small nursing homes will also 
have access to quality lab results. 

/ About National Accreditation Board 
for Testing and Calibration Laboratories 
(NABL): 

• NABL is a constituent board of Quality 

Council of India (QCI) under the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry . 

• NABL is Mutual Recognition 
Arrangement (MRA) signatory to 
International bodies like International 
Laboratory Accreditation Co-operation 
(ILAC) and Asia Pacific Accreditation Co¬ 
operation (APAC) for accreditation of 
Testing including Medical and 
Calibration laboratories. 

• NABL is also having APAC Mutual 
Recognition Arrangement (MRA) for 
Proficiency Testing Provider (PTP) & 
Reference Materials Producers (RMP). 
MRA are based on evaluation by peer 
Accreditation Bodies and facilitates 
acceptance of test/ calibration results 
between countries which MRA partners 
represent. 

24. (c) Both 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because 7th March 
2019 was declared to be celebrated as 
'Janaushadhi Diwas' across India. 

















• As part of the celebrations, PM will 
interact with owners of Janaushadhi 
Kendras and beneficiaries of Pradhan 
Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana 
(PMBJP) across the country. 

• Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi 
Pariyojana' is a campaign launched by 
the Department of Pharmaceuticals, 
Govt. Of India, to provide quality 
medicines at affordable prices to the 
masses through special kendra's known 
as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan 
Aushadhi Kendra. 

• Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi 
Kendra (PMBJK) have been set up to 
provide generic drugs, which are 
available at lesser prices but are 
equivalent in quality and efficacy as 
expensive branded drugs. 

• Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) 
is the implementing agency of PMBJP. 
BPPI (Bureau of Pharma Public Sector 
Undertakings of India) has been 
established under the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals, Govt, of India, with the 
support of all the CPSUs. 

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE SCHEME: 

• Ensure access to quality medicines. 

• Extend coverage of quality generic 
medicines so as to reduce the out of 
pocket expenditure on medicines and 
thereby redefine the unit cost of 
treatment per person. 

• Create awareness about generic 
medicines through education and 
publicity so that quality is not 
synonymous with only high price. 


• A public programme involving 
Government, PSUs, Private Sector, NGO, 
Societies, Co-operative Bodies and other 
Institutions. 

• Create demand for generic medicines 
by improving access to better healthcare 
through low treatment cost and easy 
availability wherever needed in all 
therapeutic categories. 

25. Answer (d) World Bank 

• An agreement was signed between 
World Bank and Government of India to 
provide a $250-million loan for the 
National Rural Economic Transformation 
Project (NRETP). 

• The key focus of the project is to 
promote women-owned and women-led 
farm and non-farm enterprises across 
value chains. 

• It will also enable them to build 
businesses, access finance, markets and 
networks and generate employment. 

• It would support enterprise 
development programs for rural poor 
women and youth. 

• It creates a platform to access finance 
including start-up financing options to 
build their individual and/or collectively 
owned and managed enterprises. 

• It is an additional financing to the 
$500-million National Rural Livelihoods 
Project (NRLP) approved by the World 
Bank. 



26. Answer (d) All of the above 

• It is news because latest report 
released by United Nations Office of 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) says that 
India is one of the major hubs of illicit 
drug trade ranging from age-old 
cannabis to newer prescription drugs 
like tramadol, and designer drugs like 
methamphetamine. 

/About UNODC 

•Established in 1997 through a merger 
between the United Nations Drug 
Control Programme and the Centre for 
International Crime Prevention, UNODC 
is a global leader in the fight against 
illicit drugs and international crime. 

• UNODC relies on voluntary 
contributions, mainly from 
Governments, for 90% of its budget. 

• UNODC is mandated to assist Member 
States in their struggle against illicit 
drugs, crime and terrorism. 

• These are the main themes that 
UNODC deals with: Alternative 
Development, anti-corruption, Criminal 
Justice, Prison Reform and Crime 
Prevention, Drug Prevention, - 
Treatment and Care, HIV and AIDS, 
Human Trafficking and Migrant 
Smuggling, Money Laundering, 
Organized Crime, Piracy, Terrorism 
Prevention. 


27. Answer (d) all of the above 

• The Union Cabinet has recently 
approved the National Mineral Policy 
2019. 

• National Mineral Policy 2019 replaces 
the extant National Mineral Policy 2008 
("NMP 2008"). 

• The Supreme Court in 2017 made a 
direction to the government to review 
NMP 2008. 

• So the Ministry of Mines constituted a 
committee under the chairmanship of 
Dr. K Rajeswara Rao, Additional 
Secretary, Ministry of Mines to review 
NMP 2008. 

/What is the objective? 

• The New National Mineral Policy will 
ensure more effective regulation and 
will lead to sustainable mining sector 
development. 

• It aims to bring in further 
transparency, better enforcement, 
balanced social and economic growth. 

• This could significantly address the 
issues of project affected persons 
especially those residing in tribal areas. 
Besides, the Policy aims to 

• ease merger and acquisition of mining 
entities. 

• attract private sector participation in 
exploration. 

• allow transfer of mining leases create 
dedicated mineral corridors. 


/ What are the key provisions? 



• Industry status - The NMP 2019 
proposes to grant industry status to 
mining activity. 

This is to boost financing of mining for 
private sector and for acquisitions of 
mineral assets in other countries by 
private sector. 

• Right to first refusal - Earlier, if a firm 
that has a reconnaissance permit (RP) 
finds evidence of minerals, it has to 
inform the government. 

The government will then auction off 
the area. 

But under the new policy, such firms will 
get the right of first refusal i.e. the same 
firm would be given the area for mining. 

• Private sector - NMP 2019 talks of 
rationalising reserved areas earmarked 
for PSUs which have not been used; 
these areas will now be put to auction. 
This will give more opportunity to the 
private sector for participation in mining 
activities. 

The policy also underlines the need to 
harmonise India's tax, levy and royalty 
rates to global benchmarks to draw 
higher private participation. 

• Transportation - NMP 2019 focuses on 
use of coastal waterways and inland 
shipping for evacuation and 
transportation of minerals. 

It also encourages dedicated mineral 
corridors to facilitate the transportation 
of minerals. 

• Fund - The policy calls for the 
utilization of the district mineral fund for 
equitable development of project 
affected persons and areas. 

Export Import - NMP 2019 proposes a 
long term export import policy for the 


mineral sector as an incentive for 
investing in large scale commercial 
mining activity. 

• Inter-Generational Equity - NMP 

introduces the concept of Inter- 
Generational Equity that deals with the 
well-being of both the present 
generation and future generations. 

It also proposes to constitute an inter- 
ministerial body to institutionalize the 
mechanism for ensuring sustainable 
development in mining. 

• Regulation - For regulation of the 
Minerals sector, E-Governance, IT 
enabled systems, awareness and 
information campaigns will be 
incorporated. 

• Online public portal with provision for 
generating triggers at higher level in the 
event of delay of clearances by the state 
has been put in place. 

28. Answer (a) 1 only is correct 

•Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because The project for compilation of 
"Dictionary of Martyrs" of India's 
Freedom Struggle was commissioned by 
the Ministry of Cultur e, to the Indian 
Council of Historical Research (ICHR) to 
commemorate the 150th anniversary of 
uprising of 1857. 

• In this dictionary a martyr has been 
defined as a person who died or who 
was killed in action or in detention, or 
was awarded capital punishment while 
participating in the national movement 
for emancipation of India. 



29. Answer (c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

•First match is incorrect because 

Nagarjunasagar hydro power project is 
on Krishna river 

• Hydro power project was in news 
because Cabinet has approved 
measures to promote the Hydro Power 
Sector. 

/ Measures are: 

• Large Hydropower Projects to be 
declared as Renewable Energy source 

(as per existing practice, only 
hydropower projects less than 25MW 
are categorized as Renewable Energy). 

• Hydropower Projects (HPO) as a 
separate entity within non-solar 
Renewable Purchase Obligation to cover 
LHPs commissioned after notification of 
these measures (SHPs are already 
covered under Non-Solar Renewable 
Purchase Obligation). 

• The trajectory of annual HPO targets 
will be notified by Ministry of Power 
based on the projected capacity addition 
plans in hydropower sector. Necessary 
amendments will be introduced in the 
Tariff Policy and Tariff Regulations to 
operationalize HPO. 

• Tariff rationalization measures 
including providing flexibility to the 
developers to determine tariff by back 
loading of tariff after increasing project 
life to 40 years, increasing debt 
repayment period to 18 years and 
introducing escalating tariff of 2%; 
Budgetary support for funding flood 


moderation component of hydropower 
projects on case to case basis. 

Classification of Hydro Projects based on 
Installed Capacity? 

1) Micro: upto 100 KW. 

2) Mini: 101KW to 2 MW. 

3) Small: 2 MW to 25 MW. 

4) Mega: Hydro projects with installed 
capacity >= 500 MW. 

5) Thermal Projects with installed 
capacity >=1500 MW. 

30. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because It was initiated by Niti Ayog. 

• It was in news because Cabinet 
approves Continuation of Atal 
Innovation Mission. 

✓ Atal Innovation Mission (AIM): 

• Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) 
including Self-Employment and Talent 
Utilization (SETU) is Government of 
India's endeavour to promote a culture 
of innovation and entrepreneurship. 

• Its objective is to serve as a platform 
for promotion of world-class Innovation 
Hubs, Grand Challenges, Start-up 
businesses and other self-employment 
activities, particularly in technology 
driven areas. 

•The Atal Innovation Mission shall have 
two core functions: 


1) Entrepreneurship promotion through 



Self-Employment and Talent Utilization, 
wherein innovators would be supported 
and mentored to become successful 
entrepreneurs. 

2) Innovation promotion: to provide a 
platform where innovative ideas are 
generated. 

31. Answer- (b) Washington, D.C 

• It was in news because Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Board of India signs a 
Cooperation Agreement with the 
International Finance Corporation to 
further build the capacity of the 
Insolvency Professionals, and Insolvency 
Professional Agencies for the purposes 
of the effective implementation of the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 
among others. 

✓ International Finance Corporation 
(IFC): 

•The International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) is an international financial 
institution that offers investment, 
advisory, and asset management 
services to encourage private sector 
development in developing countries. 

•It is a member of the World Bank 
Group and is headquartered in 
Washington, D.C., United States. 

•It was established in 1956 as the 
private sector arm of the World Bank 
Group to advance economic 
development by investing in strictly for- 
profit and commercial projects that 
purport to reduce poverty and promote 
development. 


•The IFC is owned and governed by its 
member countries, but has its own 
executive leadership and staff that 
conduct its normal business operations. 

• It is a corporation whose shareholders 
are member governments that provide 
paid-in capital and which have the right 
to vote on its matters. 

32. Answer (c) Both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because The Union 
Cabinet has approved the "Flood 
Management and Border Areas 
Programme (FMBAP)" for Flood 
Management Works in entire country 
and River Management Activities and 
works related to Border Areas for the 
period 2017-18 to 2019-20 with a total 
outlay of Rs.3342.00 crores. 

/ About scheme: 

•The Scheme "FMBAP" has been framed 
by merging the components of two 
continuing XII Plan schemes titled "Flood 
Management Programme (FMP)" and 
"River Management Activities and 
Works related to Border Areas (RMBA)". 

• The aim of the Scheme is to assist the 
State Governments to provide 
reasonable degree of protection against 
floods in critical areas by adopting 
optimum combination of structural and 
non-structural measures and enhancing 
capabilities of State/ Central 
Government officials in related fields. 

• The works under the scheme will 
protect valuable land from erosion and 
flooding and help in maintaining peace 



along the border. 

• The Scheme aims at completion of the 
on-going projects already approved 
under FMP. Further, the scheme also 
caters to Hydro-meteorological 
observations and Flood Forecasting on 
common rivers with the neighbouring 
countries. 

• The Scheme also includes survey and 
investigations, preparation of DPR etc. 
of water resources projects on the 
common rivers with neighbouring 
countries like Pancheshwar 
Multipurpose Project, Sapta Kosi-Sun 
Kosi Projects in Nepal which would 
benefit both countries. 

33. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) 
has approved the extension of time and 
scope for revival and development of 
un-served and under-served air strips of 
State Governments, Airports Authority 
of India (AAI), Civil enclaves, CPSUs, 
helipads and water aerodromes. The 
revival of these un-served and under¬ 
served air strips will be carried out 
under the Regional Connectivity Scheme 
(RCS) - UDAN (Ude Desh ka Aam 
Naagrik). 

/ About UDAN: 

• UDAN, launched in April 2017, is a 
flagship scheme of the Union 
Government to enable air operations on 
unserved routes, connecting regional 
areas, to promote balanced regional 
growth and to make flying affordable for 


masses. 

• The UDAN Scheme is a key component 
of the National Civil Aviation Policy 
(NCAP) which was launched in June 
2016. 

/ Objectives of the scheme: 

• The primary objective of RCS is to 
facilitate / stimulate regional air 
connectivity by making it cheap and 
affordable. 

• Promoting affordability of regional air 
connectivity is envisioned under RCS by 
supporting airline operators through: 
Concessions and Financial (viability gap 
funding or VGF) support. 

34. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 are correct 

•India is the first country in world to 
develop such a document (ICAP), which 
addresses cooling requirement across 
sectors and lists out actions which can 
help reduce the cooling demand. 

• The overarching goal is to provide 
sustainable cooling and thermal 
comfort for all while securing 
environmental and socio-economic 
benefits for the society. 

/The goals emerging from the 
suggested interventions stated in ICAP 
are: 

• Reduction of cooling demand across 
sectors by 20% to 25 % by year 2037-38. 

• Reduction of refrigerant demand by 
25% to 30% by year 2037-38. 

• Reduction of cooling energy 



requirements by 25% to 40% by year 
2037-38. 

• Training and certification of 100,000 
servicing sector technicians by the year 
2022-23, in synergy with Skill India 
Mission. 

• Recognize "cooling and related areas" 
as a thrust area of research under the 
national S&T Programme. 

/The broad objectives of the India 
Cooling Action Plan include: 

• Assessment of cooling requirements 
across sectors in next 20 years and the 
associated refrigerant demand and 
energy use. 

• Map the technologies available to 
caterthe cooling requirement including 
passive interventions, refrigerant-based 
technologies and alternative 
technologies such as not-in-kind 
technologies. 

• Suggest interventions in each sector to 
provide for sustainable cooling and 
thermal comfort for all. 

Focus on skilling of RAC service 
technicians. 

Develop an R&D innovation ecosystem 
for indigenous development of 
alternative technologies. 

35. Answer (a) Uttar Pradesh 
•It was in News because The Prime 
Minister also laid the foundation stone 
of 1320 MW Super Thermal Power 
Project at Khurja, in District 
Bulandshahar of Uttar Pradesh. The 
Khurja Super Thermal Power Project will 
be based on Supercritical Technology 


with two units of capacity 660 MW each, 
equipped with latest emission control 
technology to protect the environment; 
has high efficiency and uses less fuel to 
generate power. The Khurja plant will 
transform the power deficit situation of 
Northern Region, particularly Uttar 
Pradesh and will benefit states like 
Uttarakhand, Rajasthan, Himachal 
Pradesh and Delhi. The project is 
expected to generate substantial direct 
and indirect employment and overall 
development of District Bulandshahr 
and nearby districts of Western Uttar 
Pradesh. 

For more details visit: 
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx 

?relid = 189250 

36. Answer (d) All of the above 

• It was in news because The Reserve 
Bank Of India (RBI) has come up with a 
review of operations of White Label 
ATMs (WLAs) in the country. 

/ As per the new guidelines, it has 
been decided to allow: 

• The WLA Operators to buy wholesale 
cash, above a threshold of 1 lakh pieces 
(and in multiples thereof) of any 
denomination, directly from the Reserve 
Bank (Issue Offices) and Currency Chests 
against full payment. 

• The operators to source cash from any 
scheduled bank, including Cooperative 
Banks and Regional Rural Banks. 

• The operators to offer bill payment 
and Interoperable Cash Deposit services, 




subject to technical feasibility and 
certification by National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI). 

• The display advertisements pertaining 
to non-financial products / services 
anywhere within the WLA premises, 
including the WLA screen, except the 
main signboard. However, it shall be 
ensured that the advertisements 
running on the screen disappear once 
the customer commences a transaction. 

• Banks to issue co-branded ATM cards 
in partnership with the authorised WLA 
Operators and may extend the benefit 
of 'on-us' transactions to their WLAs as 
well. 

• All guidelines, safeguards, standards 
and control measures applicable to 
banks relating to currency handling, and 
cyber-security framework for ATMs, 
shall also be applicable to the WLA 
Operators. 

/ About White Label ATMs (WLAs) 

•White label, meaning that these ATMs 
are not owned by any bank but are the 
property of a non-banking entity. 

• The Reserve Bank of India, in 2011, to 
promote financial inclusivity, permitted 
the non-bank entities incorporated in 
India under the Companies Act to open 
these ATMs. 

• These non-banking companies would 
sign a Service Level Agreement with a 
sponsor bank and a network provider, 
which would ensure cash flow in the 
ATMs. 

• These ATMs allow autonomy of 
operators on deciding locations and 


creating their own brand with fixed 
annual targets mandated by RBI. 

• Customers of any bank can use such 
white-label ATMs, but they will have to 
pay a fee for using the service. 

• All the transactions through these 
ATMs will be charged. 

• White-label ATMs accepts only cards 
issued by banks and does not accept 
cash deposits. 

• Taking over of ATMs operated by 
banks would not be permitted. Entities 
may ensure to draw a strategic plan for 
installation of such WLAs based on the 
criteria set during authorization. White 
Label ATM Operators (WLAO) may also 
indicate the value added services it 
proposes to offer at the WLA while 
seeking authorisation. 

• WLAO is permitted to have more than 
one Sponsor Bank. All the transactions 
of WLAs serviced by this Sponsor Bank 
would be settled through it. 

• Cash Management at the WLAs will be 
the responsibility of the Sponsor Bank, 
who may if required, make necessary 
arrangements with other banks for 
servicing cash requirements at various 
places. 

• WLAO may establish connectivity with 
any of the authorised ATM Network 
Operators/ Card Payment Network 
Operators and ensure that the 
settlement of all the transactions at the 
WLAs shall be done only in the books of 
the Sponsor Bank through the ATM 
Network Operators/ Card Payment 
Network Operators with whom the 
WLAO has established connectivity. 

• Maintenance and servicing of the 



WLAs shall be the sole responsibility of 
the WLAO. 

37. Answer (c) Submarine 

• It was in news because India sealed a 
USD 3 billion deal with Russia for leasing 
of a nuclear-powered attack submarine 

for the Indian Navy for a period of 10 
years. 

•Under the pact, Russia will have to 
deliver the Akula class submarine, to be 
known as Chakra III, to the Indian Navy 
by 2025. 

• It will be the third Russian submarine 
to be leased to the Indian Navy. 

• India Navy has taken two more 
submarines from Russia on lease. 

The first Russian nuclear-powered 
submarine -- christened INS Chakra -- 
was taken in 1988 under a three year 
lease. A second INS Chakra was taken on 
lease in 2012 for a period of 10 years. 

• The lease of Chakra II will expire in 
2022 and India is looking at extending 
the lease. 

38. Answer (b) 2 only 

•It was in news because Human 
activities could pose a threat to its 
specialised breeding biology. 

• First Statement is NOT CORRECT 

because It is endemic to the western 
Ghats of India . 

• It has been evolving independently for 
around 100 million years. 

• The tadpoles of this species are 

rheophilic, which means they thrive in 


running water . 

• It was found that the speed with which 
water flows down the streams is one of 
the main factors that determine the 
presence and aggregation of these 
tadpoles. 

39. Answer (b) Google 

•Google has launched a new application 
called 'Bolo' that aims to help children in 
primary school to read in Hindi and 
English. 

• The app, which is being launched in 
India first, uses Google's speech 
recognition and text-to-speech 
technology. 

• It comes with a built-in fun and helpful 
reading buddy, an animated character 
called 'Diya'. The reading material 
available on the app will be completely 
free of cost. 

• The app aims to help improve the 
reading ability of children, as the lack of 
it can significantly impact further 
education and ultimately children's 
ability to realise their full potential. 

40. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because it has 
observed water molecules moving 
around the dayside of the moon. 

• It was the first deep space precision 
orbit determination by laser ranging 
from Earth . 

• It helps to find- 

1) sites close to potential resources with 
high scientific value, 

2) favorable terrain 



3) environment necessary for safe future 
robotic and human lunar missions. 

41. Answer d) Kerala 

• The Marayoor Jaggery, the traditional and 
handmade product from Idukki district of 
Kerala, has received the Geographical 
Indication (Gl) tag from the Central 
Government. 

• The Jaggery is produced in Marayoor, a 
town in Idukki district of Kerala . 

• It is made from sugarcane and no chemicals 
are added during the manufacturing process. 

• It is not produced in modern factories or 
using modern equipment. It is prepared in 
sheds located on the sugarcane farm. 

42. Answer (a) 1 and 2 only 
•Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because It was raised under an Act of 
Parliament namely Central Industrial 
Security Force Act, 1968 . 

• It was in news because The 50th 
Raising Day of Central Industrial Security 
Forces (CISF) was celebrated recently. 

• It provides security to various Public 
Sector Undertakings (PSUs) and other 
critical infrastructure installations both 
in public and private sectors across the 
country. 

• For instance it provides security to 
nuclear installations, airports, seaports, 
power plants, government buildings, 

Delhi Metro Rail Corporation etc. 

• CISF is just a unique organisation in 
paramilitary forces for India, which 
works for seaways, airways and some of 
the major installations in India. 


• In CISF there are some reserved 
battalions which work with the state 
police to protect law and orders. 

• CISF plays a major role in Disaster 
Management. 

43. Answer (c) Karnataka 

• It was in news because w five-day 
fire raged through the Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve has reportedly burnt more than 
15,400 acres of forests. 

• For more details visit: 
https://en.rn.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bandipur 

National Park 

44. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• The awards are being conferred on 8th 
March on the occasion of International 
Women's Day (IWD). 

• The award would be conferred on 
eminent women and institutions 
rendering distinguished service to the 
cause of women especially belonging to 
the vulnerable and marginalized 
sections of the society. 

• Award in each category shall carry a 
certificate and a cash amount. 

45. Answer (c) OECD 

• Social Institutions and Gender Index 
(SIGI) 2019 Global Report is prepared by 
the Organization for economic 
cooperation and development (OECD). 

• Sweden tops the chart by having low 
gender discrimination. 

• According to it, gender-based 
discrimination, including female genital 
mutilation, reproductive rights, pay 







gaps, and gender violence, were 
estimated to cost $6 trillion, or 7.5 
percent of the global economy. 

• Women also occupy less than a third 
of senior positions in the civil service on 
average. 

But they make up 75% of part time 
workers in the public sector. 

46. Answer d) Musical instrument 

•Ghumot, an indigenous earthen drum 
will soon be notified as a heritage 
instrument of Goa. 

• Ghumot is an indigenous earthen 
drum fashioned as a designed clay pot, 
with the skin of the monitor lizard 
stretched taut across the pot's mouth, 
forming a drumhead. It is a percussion 
instrument widely played during Ganesh 
Chaturthi Aartis. 

• The instrument was banned due to the 
use of the skin of the endangered 
monitor lizard for the drum membrane. 
In recent years, ghumot makers have 
started using goat skin instead. 

• The ban is applicable to the use of any 
animal listed in the Wildlife (Protection) 
Act, 1972, and that the goat is not one 
of them. Monitor lizard is listed under 
this. 

47. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

•First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because DRDO has developed 'combat 
casualty drugs' to reduce casualties in 
Pulwama type attacks and during 
warfare. 

• The combat causality drugs can extend 
the golden hour till the trooper is shifted 


to hospital. 

• These medicines will ensure soldiers 
do not suffer from unwanted blood loss 
while being taken to a better healthcare 
from war zones. 

• The drugs include bleeding wound 
sealants, super absorptive dressings and 
glycerinated saline, all of which can save 
lives in the event of warfare in the 
jungle and high altitude areas as well as 
in terror attacks. 

48. Answer b) Chhattisgarh 

• It was in news because the 

Chhattisgarh Water Resources 
Department (CWRD) commenced the 
work on Mohar Reservoir Project in 
Balod district without ensuring the land 
required was acquired and obtaining 
environment and forest clearances, says 
the latest Comptroller and Auditor 
General report on Chhattisgarh. 

• The Mohar reservoir project is 
proposed across the confluence of river 
Dangarh and Dalekasa with a catchment 
of 143 square km. The proposed project 
is expected to irrigate 800 hectares of 
Kharif paddy and supply 1000 million 
cubic (1 TMC) water by feeder canal to 
Kharkhara reservoir for 500MW power 
plant of NSPCL in Bhilai. 

49. Answer- (d) 1 and 2 only is correct 

•Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Prime Minister is the 
chairperson of NBWL. 

• Minister of Environment is vice 
chairman of NBWL 



• It is in news because National Board 
for Wildlife (NBWL) has cleared 682 of 
the 687 projects (99.82%) that came up 
for scrutiny. Only five projects were 
rejected since August 2014. 

/ About NBWL 

•It is a "Statutory Organization" 
constituted under the Wildlife 
Protection Act, 1972. 

• Its roles is "advisory" in nature and 
advises the Central Government on 
framing policies and measures for 
conservation of wildlife in the country. 

• Primary function of the Board is to 
promote the conservation and 
development of wildlife and forests. 

• It has power to review all wildlife- 
related matters and approve projects in 
and around national parks and 
sanctuaries. 

• No alteration of boundaries in 
national parks and wildlife sanctuaries 
can be done without approval of the 
NBWL. 

• Composition: The NBWL is chaired by 
the Prime Minister. It has 47 members 
including the Prime Minister. Among 
these, 19 members are ex-officio 
members. Other members include three 
Members of Parliament (two from Lok 
Sabha and one from Rajya Sabha), five 
NGOs and 10 eminent ecologists, 
conservationists and environmentalists. 

50. Answer (d) Snake 

•Researchers find new snake in 
Arunachal Pradesh- Crying Keelback 
(named for the mark below its eyes that 


gives the illusion that it is crying) snake 
or the Habeas lacrima. 

• The Crying Keelback has a set of 
characteristics that together make it 
different from other species in the 
Habeas genus: the mark under its eyes, 
the interrupted pale head stripe, among 
others. 

51. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• It was in News because recently, 

Small Industries Development Bank of 
India (SIDBI) has revamped its Udyami 
Mitra with enhanced features. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 

•The portal was launched to improve 
accessibility of credit for the MSMEs. 

Hence statement 1 is NOT correct. 

• It helps MSMEs for submission of loan 
applications which can be picked up by 
multiple lenders. 

• It aims at bringing in transparency in 
processing of loans by the banks. 

• Now non-banking finance companies 
and small finance banks are being on- 
boarded on the platform for enhancing 
flow of credit to MSMEs. 

• Under the new capitalisation plan 
banks will have to compete for loans 
through the revamped udyamimitra 
portal. 



52. Answer (c) To track the progress on 
projects & policy initiatives of various 
ministries. 

• Central government departments have 
been asked to work out specific targets 
to be achieved by 2022 which will be 
monitored by PM under e-Samiksha 
platform. 

• E-Samiksha is an online monitoring 
and compliance mechanism developed 
by Cabinet secretariat with technical 
help from National Informatics Centre. 

• It is used for tracking the progress on 
projects &policy initiatives and follow up 
actions of various ministries by cabinet 
secretary and Prime Minister on a real¬ 
time basis. 

• An E-Patrachar facility has been 
launched which sends meeting notices 
and agendas, circulars, letters, etc. 
through e-mail and SMS, thus promoting 
the maxim of 'Minimum Government 
and Maximum governance'. 

• E-Samiksha portal is designed to 
enhance efficiency, bring transparency, 
increase accountability, and improve the 
communication between Government 
to Government, Business to 
Government and vice versa. 


53. Answer (a) Horticulture 

• it is a pioneer project to provide 
strategic development to the 
horticulture sector, so as to increase 
farmers 'income. 

• Known as CHAMAN, or Coordinated 
Horticulture Assessment and 

Management using geoinformatics 

• This project is being implemented by 
National Crop Forecast Centre (MNCFC) 
using remote sensing technology and is 
likely to be completed in March 2018 in 
all the states. 

• The idea is to use space technology to 
identify crops suitable to different areas. 

• Project will help states develop 
horticulture clusters and related 
infrastructure like cold. 

• will help in accurate forecasting of 
areachains and raise production of 
horticulture crops 

54. Answer (c) only 2, 3 and 4 are 
correct 

• 1 st statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it was Introduced in December 
1993 is an important scheme of 
Government of India. 


• Third statement is CORRECT because 

it empowers every Member of 
Parliament (MP) to spend a certain sum 



of amount on the development of 
his/her constituency on various social 
development areas such as health, 
education, drinking water, electricity, 
family welfare, sanitations and so on. 

• The central idea is creation of durable 
community assets and for provision of 
basic facilities including community 
infrastructure, based on local 
requirements. 

• MPLADS is a centrally-sponsored plan 
scheme fully funded by the government 
of 

India. Hence statement 3 is correct. 

• The funds released under the scheme 
are non-lapsable. Hence statement 4 is 
correct. 

• It is implemented by the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme 
Implementation 

(MoSPI) 

• The scheme essentially entitles every 
MP (Lok Sabha as well as Rajya Sabha 
Members) to recommend spending Rs. 5 
crore every year on works of 
development nature. 

• The MPs can recommend the work(s) 
in their constituency (in case of Lok 
Sabha) or anywhere in the state from 
where they are elected (in case of Rajya 
Sabha). 


55. Answer (c) Telangana 

• Mission Bhagiratha is being 
implemented in the State of Telangana 
to ensure safe and sustainable piped 
drinking water supply from surface 
water sources. 

• It is aimed at providing tap connection 
to every household, the surface water 
sources being Krishna and Godavari 
Basin. 

• Water will also be provided to 
Industrial requirements. 

• There is also a plan to install optical 
fibre pipelines using the extensive water 
pipeline network being laid under the 
mission in an aim to save large amount 
of funds in installing OFC networks. 

56. Answer (b) only 2 is correct 

• 1 st statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Ministry of Law and Justice 

introduced the pro bono legal services 
scheme aiming to connect those in need 
of legal aid with lawyers through use of 
technology. 

• Pro-bono legal services'- It is a web 
based platform through which the 
interested lawyers can register 
themselves to volunteer services for 
litigants who are unable to afford it. 
Hence 2 nd statement is correct. 



• Supreme Court has recently released 
the guidelines, which says that a lawyer 
should have fought a certain number of 
cases pro bono (free of cost) in order to 
be designated as a senior lawyer. 

• The government wants the same 
principle to be followed in the 
appointment of judges. 

57. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because recently, Law 

Commission of India (LCI), in its 272nd 
report, has laid out a detailed procedure 
for improving the working of the 
tribunal system in the country. 

Tribunals in India- 

• On recommendation of Swaran Singh 
Committee, the 42nd Amendment Act of 

1976 provided for the insertion of 
Articles 323-A and 323-B in the 
Constitution. 

1. Article 323A deals with administrative 
tribunals. 

2. Article 323B deals with tribunals for 
other matters. 

• The Administrative Tribunals Act, 

1985- An Act to provide for the 
adjudication nby Administrative 
Tribunals of disputes with respect to 
recruitment and conditions of service of 
persons appointed to public services. 


❖ Recommendations by Law 
Commission 

• Qualification of judges - In case of 
transfer of jurisdiction of HC (or District 
Court) to a Tribunal, the members of the 
newly constituted Tribunal should 
possess the qualifications akin to the 
judges of the HC (or District Court). 

• Appointment of Chairman & 
members of Tribunals- 

1. It has proposed a common nodal 
agency, possibly under law ministry to 
monitor the working of tribunals as well 
as ensure uniformity in the 
appointment, tenure and service 
conditions of all members appointed in 
the tribunals. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

2. Vacancy arising in the Tribunal should 
be filled up quickly by initiating the 
procedure well in time, preferably 
within six months prior to the 
occurrence of vacancy. Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

• Selection of the members of 
Tribunals- 

1. The Commission stated that the 
members' selection should be impartial 
with minimal involvement of 
government agencies as the government 
is a party in litigation. 



2. Separate Selection Committee, for 
both judicial &administrative members, 
must form. 

• Tenure - 

1. Chairman should hold office for 3 
years or till he attains the age of 
70years, whichever is earlier. Hence 
statement 2 is NOT correct. 

2. Whereas Vice-Chairman and 
Members should hold the office for 3 
years or till they attain the age of 67 
years whichever is earlier 

58. Answer (c) only 3 is NOT correct 

• Bureau of Indian standards (BIS) Act 
2016 was brought into force which 
repealed the existing Bureau of Indian 
Standards Act, 1986. 

Key Features of the BIS Act 2016 

1. It establishes Bureau of Indian 
Standards as National Standards Body of 
India to formulate, implement and 
certify certain standards of quality for 
goods, services, articles, processes and 
systems. Hence statement 1 is correct. 

2. The act allows the central government 
to notify certain goods, articles, etc., 
which will need to compulsorily carry a 
standard mark in the interest of public 
interest, safety of the environment, 
prevention of unfair trade practices, 


national security etc. Hence statement 2 
is also correct. 

3. There is provision for repair or recall, 
including product liability of the 
products bearing Standard Mark but not 
conforming to the relevant Indian 
Standard. Hence statement 3 NOT is 
correct. 


4. It allows multiple types of simplified 
conformity assessment schemes 
including self-declaration of conformity 
against a standard which will give 
simplified options to manufacturers to 
adhere to the standards and get 
certificate of conformity. 

5. Enabling provisions have also been 
made for making hallmarking of the 
precious metal articles mandatory. 

6. There are also provisions related to 
penalties in case of improper use of the 
Indian standard mark and appeals 
against an order regarding the granting 
of a license or certificate of conformity. 

59. Answer (d) Meenakshi 
Sundareswarar Temple in Madurai 

• Meenakshi Sundareswarar Temple in 
Madurai has been adjudged the best 
Swachh Iconic Place'(clean place) in 
India. 



• It is a special clean-up initiative 
focused on select iconic heritage, 
spiritual and cultural places in the 
country. 

• The initiative is being coordinated by 
the Ministry of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation in association with the 
Ministry of Urban Development, 

Ministry of Culture, Ministry of Tourism 
and the concerned State governments. 

60. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 is correct 

• First statement is CORRECT because 

Dawn mission was launched by NASA 
deploying spacecrafts to orbit extra¬ 
terrestrial objects. 

• It is the only mission ever to orbit two 
extraterrestrial targets. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 

• It orbited giant asteroid Vesta for 14 
months from 2011 to 2012, then 
continued on to Ceres, where it has 
been in orbit since March 2015. 

• Ceres is the largest object in the 
asteroid belt between Mars and Jupiter. 

• NASA has recently authorized a second 
extension of the Dawn mission at Ceres. 

Hence statement 3 is NOT correct. 

• During this extension, the spacecraft 
will descend to lower altitudes than ever 


before at the dwarf planet, which it has 
been orbiting since 2015. 

61. Answer (d) none of the above is 
Incorrect 

• First statement is correct because it is 

the second Scorpene Submarine built 
under the Project-75, following INS 
Kalvari. 

•It was named after an island fort of 
Maratha ruler Chhatrapati Shivaji. Hence 
statement 3 is correct. 

•It is followed by third Scorpene 
Submarine known as —Karanj. 

• Scorpene Submarines are class of 
diesel-electric attack submarine which is 
designed by French naval defence and 
energy company DCNS and being 
manufactured by Mazagon Dock Limited 
in Mumbai. 

• It features additional air-independent 
propulsion (AIP). Hence statement 2 is 
correct. 

• Air-independent propulsion (AIP) is 
any marine propulsion technology that 
allows a non-nuclear submarine to 
operate without access to atmospheric 
oxygen (by surfacing or using a snorkel). 
AIP can augment or replace the diesel- 
electric propulsion system of non¬ 
nuclear vessels. 



• AIP is usually implemented as an 
auxiliary source, with the traditional 
diesel engine handling surface 
propulsion. 

62. Answer (b) only 2 and 3 is correct 

• 1 st statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the Sukanya-class patrol vessels 
are large, offshore patrol craft in active 
service with the Indian Navy. 

• Vessels of the Sukanya class are 
named after notable women from 
Indian epics. Hence statement 2 is 
correct. 

• Two vessels of the 

class, Subhadra and Suvarna have been 
used as test beds for installation of 
the Dhanush ship-based ballistic 
missile launch system. Hence statement 
3 is also correct. 

• Currently there are 3 lead ships under 
this class - INS Sukanya, Subhadra and 
Suvarna. 

• INS Sukanya has recently participated 
in the bilateral exercise CORPAT 
(Coordinated Patrol) between India and 
Indonesia. 

• The exercise is aimed to foster closer 
maritime ties with countries located on 
the rim of the Indian Ocean. 

63. Answer (a) Central Vigilance 
Commission (CVC) 

• In line with the broader strategy and 
emphasis on preventive vigilance, the 
Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) 


believes that the next level of systemic 
change can be through the tool of 
Integrity Index. 

• The CVC has therefore decided to go in 
for development of the Integrity Index- 
based on bench-marking of internal 
processes and controls within an 
organisation as well as management of 
relationships and expectations of 
outside stakeholders. 

The main objectives of Integrity Index: 

1. Define what constitutes Integrity of 
Public Organizations. 

2. Identify the different factors of 
Integrity and their inter-linkages. 

3. Create an objective and reliable tool 
that can measure the performance of 
organizations along these above factors. 

4. Validate the findings over a period of 
time to improve upon the robustness of 
the tool that measures Integrity. 

5. Create an internal and external 
ecosystem that promotes working with 
Integrity where public organizations lead 
the way. 

6. CVC has adopted a research-based 
approach for creating an integrity index 
that various organizations can use to 
measure themselves. 


64. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because Actor Anupam 
Kher was appointed the new 
chairperson of the premier Film and 
Television Institute of India (FTII) 
replacing Gajendra Chauhan. 

• FTII is an autonomous institute under 
the Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting of the Government of India 
and aided by the Central Government. 
Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• The Centre government has planned 
to set up a similar new Institute 

in Arunachal Pradesh as part of an 
initiative to tap the potential of the 
North Eastern region. Hence statement 
2 is also correct. 

• It is situated on the premises of the 
erstwhile Prabhat Film Company in 
Pune. Since its inception in 1960, FTII 
has become India's premier film and 
television institute, with its alumni 
becoming technicians, actors and 
directors in the film and television 
industry. 

• FTII is a member of the International 
Liaison Centre of Schools of Cinema and 
Television (CILECT), an organisation of 
the world's leading schools of film and 
Television. 

65. Answer (a) Hate speech 

• SC had observed that the issue of hate 
speech deserved deeper consideration 
for which the Law Commission 
submitted its report on Hate Speech. 


• T. K. Viswanathan committee was 
formed to assist the government in 
establishing a legal framework to better 
deal with cybercrimes related to hate 
speech and provoking violence, and to 
examine the Law commission's report 
on hate speech. 

Many recommendations were taken 
from the LawCommission report: 

1. Insertion of Section 153Cto prohibit 
incitement of hatred through online 
speech on grounds of religion, caste, 
community, gender, sexual orientation, 
tribe, language, place of birth etc. 

2. Section 505A was proposed to be 
inserted by the Law Commission to 
prevent causing of alarm, fear, 
provocation of violence etc. on grounds 
of identity. 

3. It was clarified that the need for 
intent has to be established. 

66. Answer (b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it has been inducted into the 
Indian Coast Guard in April 2018. And 
second ship in this series ICGS Vijaya has 
also been inducted in Indian coast guard 
i August 2018. 

• Vikram is the first of a series of seven 
offshore patrol vessels (OPV). Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 



• OPV is long-range surface ships 
capable of coastal and off-shore 
patrolling, policing maritime zones, 
control & surveillance, anti-smuggling 
and anti-piracy operations. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 

• It is the country's first-ever such 
defence craft to be built in a private 
shipyard (L&T). Hence statement 3 is 
correct. 

• It is likely to be inducted into the 
Indian Coast Guard in April 2018. 

• The Offshore Patrol Vessel is a highly 
versatile ship, designed to perform 
Economic Exclusion Zone management 
roles, including the provision of 
maritime security to coastal areas and 
effective disaster relief. 

67. Answer (d) Assam 

• The Indian Research Space 
Organisation (ISRO) will set a research 
centre in Guwahati, Assam for start-ups, 
academicians, environmentalists and 
entrepreneurs to explore the possibility 
of using geospatial technology. 

• Geospatial technology includes data 
generated through global positioning 
system (GPS), geographical information 
systems (GIS) and satellite remote 


sensing for expediting the development 
of Assam. 

• While Remote Sensing Technology 
would be used for accurate flood 
warning system, prevention of soil 
erosion and land-slides. 

• The land for the research centre to 
ISRO will be provided by Assam Govt, 
free of cost 

• A Moll will be signed between Assam 
govt, and the Department Of Research 
for leveraging the potentials of the state 
for using space technology. 

68. Answer (c) Mars 

• It was in news because recently, a 
strong solar storm hit Mars sparking a 
global aurora and doubling radiation 
levels on the red planet. 

• These events will improve the 
understanding the effects of solar storm 
on the Martian environment. 

• An aurora (plural: auroras),sometimes 
referred to as polar lights, northern 
lights (aurora borealis) or southern lights 
(aurora australis), is a natural light 
display in the Earth's sky, predominantly 
seen in the high-latitude regions (around 
the Arctic and Antarctic). 

• Auroras are produced when the 
magnetosphere is sufficiently disturbed 
by the solar wind. 



69. Answer (c) India- France 

• It was in news because Recently, India 
and France discussed about enhancing 
the scope of their joint exercises, in 
particular the VARUNA naval exercise 
scheduled in early 2018. 

•Both countries will also actively explore 
additional measures to facilitate 
operational level interactions between 
their respective armed forces. 

70. Answer (a) Japan 

• Quasi-Zenith Satellite System is a 
regional terrestrial positioning network 
system launched by Japan. 

• The satellite system consists of 4 
satellites which will operate at an 
altitude of between 33,000 and 39,000 
km above the earth in geosynchronous 
orbit. 

• Its function is to improve GPS data 
accuracy for smartphones and vehicle 
navigation systems and complementary 
use of GPS. 

• It was in news because Japan recently 
launched its fourth and final quasi¬ 
zenith satellite into orbit. 

• These satellites will be to establish 
communications during a malfunction of 
traditional networks due to a natural 
disaster. 


71. Answer (c) Euthanasia 

• It was in news because Recently, Govt 
told SC that Passive euthanasia Bill 
ready, but 'living will' may be misused. 

• Centre told Supreme Court that it was 
vetting a draft law allowing passive 
euthanasia 

• But was opposed to permitting people 
to make a 'living will' — that they should 
not be put on life support in case of 
terminal illness — as it could be misused 

• The draft bill: The 'Management of 
Patients with Terminal Illness — 
Withdrawal of Medical Life Support Bill' 
has been drawn up in keeping with the 
recommendations of the Law 
Commission 

• Passive euthanasia and its status in 
India: 

1. Passive euthanasia is the law of the 
land 

2. The Law Commission, under the 
chairmanship of Justice (retired) P V 
Reddy, had in its 241st report come out 
in favour of allowing withdrawal of life 
support for certain categories of people 
— like those in persistent vegetative 
state (PVS), in irreversible coma, or of 
unsound mind, who lack the mental 
faculties to take decisions 



• Social and philosophical aspects 

1. Forcing a person to take medical 
treatment against their will is also a 
social issue 

2. On one hand, country is short of 
medical facilities etc, and on other hand, 
we force those who are in a hopeless 
situation to take treatment 

3. This also raises a "philosophical 
question" on whether a person can 
refuse treatment 

4. An individual who refuses to undergo 
treatment may become a burden on the 
resources of the state. 

72. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Maharashtra Government stopped 
implementation of Ready-to-use 
Therapeutic Food to treat malnourished 
children after notification from Centre 
Government. 

• RUTF is a medical intervention to cure 
Severe Acute Malnutrition (SAM) among 
children which includes readymade 
packed paste made of high energy 
fortified supplements (peanuts, oils, 
dried milk etc.) being administered to 
the child under doctor's supervision. 

• The paste is administered to children 
aged between 6 months and 6 years 
daily for about a month. 


• It is cost-effective and hygienic as it 
has low human contact as compared to 
freshly cooked food. 

73. Answer (b) 2 only is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because Niti Aayog along with the 
Health ministry has started ranking 
district hospitals through 'Health of our 
Hospitals' index. 

• Its aims to provide comprehensive 
secondary health care services to the 
people in the district at an acceptable 
level of quality and to be responsive and 
sensitive to the needs of people and 
referring centers. Hence statement 2 is 
correct. 

• The hospitals are assessed on the 
basis of- 

1. Number of functional hospital beds 
per 1, 00,000 populations, 

2. Ratio of doctors, nurses and 
paramedical staff, 

3. Stock out rate of essential drugs, 

4. Blood bank replacement rate and 

5. Post-surgical infection rate etc 


74. Answer (a) only 1 and 2 is correct 

• 3 rd statement is not correct because, 

it is produced bi-annually by the China 
Development Institute (CDI) in Shenzhen 
and a commercial think tank in London. 

• Gujarat International Finance Tec-City 
(GIFT Cityj's International Financial 
Services Centre (IFSC) has bagged the 
10th spot in GFCI. 

• GIFT IFSC is ranked tenth, ahead of 
Luxembourg, Seoul, Abu Dhabi, Toronto 
and Beijing in the list of the GFCI report. 

• The report presents parameter for 
measuring the attractiveness of financial 
centres and understanding the growth 
and competitiveness of financial 
centres. 

75. Answer (d) Life Expectancy at birth 

• The report is released by the 
International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI). 

• The GHI combines 4 component 
indicators: 

1) The proportion of the undernourished 
as a percentage of the population; 

2) The proportion of children under the 
age of five suffering from wasting; 


4) The mortality rate of children under 
the age of five. 

• The GHI ranks countries on a 100-point 
scale. Zero is the best score (no hunger), 
and 100 is the worst, although neither of 
these extremes is reached in practice. 

76. Answer (b) only 2 and 3 is correct 

• First statement is NOT CORRECT 
because it was developed by Canada 
based global consultancy Arton Capital. 

• The index ranks passports worldwide 
based on the cross-border access a 
holder has. 

•In its new ranking, Singapore has the 
world's most powerful passport which 
allows travel to 159 countries either 
without a visa or visa on arrival. Hence 
statement 2 is correct. 

• It is the first time that an Asian country 
has occupied the first place in the index. 

Hence statement 3 is also correct. 

• Germany listed in second place with its 
citizens able to visit 158 countries. 

• India has improved its ranking to 75th 
position from 78thlast year with visa- 
free score of 51. 


3) The proportion of children under the 
age of five suffering from stunting; 


77. Answer (c) 3 only 

• Recent visit of President to the 'Horn 
of Africa' region and diplomatic issues 
related to it. The visit suggests India is 
finally giving importance to the 
extraordinary geopolitical significance of 
the region Kovind is India's first 
president or prime minister to visit 
Djibouti. 

• The four different states constituting 
the Horn Somalia, Ethiopia, Eritrea and 
Djibouti along with Yemen across the 
Red Sea have long been described as 
one of the world's pivotal regions. 

78. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 is correct 

• Recently, a team of scientists found 
that male Tawny larks imitate the calls 
of 34 other bird species, including 
babblers and lapwings, squirrels and 
even whistles of local shepherds. 

• Rapid urbanization and conversion of 
grassland and scrub habitats into farms 
endanger its habitat. 

Tawny Lark 

1. It belongs to a family of larks well- 
known for their mimicking abilities. 

2. It is one of India's 22 lark species. 

3. It is found only in the arid grasslands 
and scrub lands of central and west- 


central India including Gujarat, Uttar 
Pradesh and Maharashtra. 

79. Answer (a) Fight poverty in 
developing countries. 

• India, Brazil and South Africa have 
signed the IBSA Trust Fund Agreement 
that seeks to fight poverty in 
developing countries. 

• Each country will contribute US $1 
million annually to this fund which is 
managed by the UN Development 
Programme's (UNDP) Special Unit for 
South-South cooperation 

• The agreement was signed at the 8th 
IBSA trilateral Ministerial Commission 
Meeting in Durban. 

80. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 is correct 

• The Centre has launched a six-year 
project- called SECURE Himalaya-to 
ensure conservation of locally and 
globally significant biodiversity, land and 
forest resources in the high Himalayan 
ecosystem spread over four states in 
India. Hence statement 1 is NOT 
correct. 

• The project - called SECURE Himalaya 
-was launched by the Union 
environment ministry in association with 

the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). Hence statement 2 
is also NOT correct. 



• It includes Changthang (Jammu and 
Kasmir), Lahaul - Pangi and Kinnaur 

(Himachal Pradesh), Gangotri - Govind 
and Darma - Byans Valley in Pithoragarh 

(Uttarakhand) and Kanchenjunga - 
Upper Teesta Valley (Sikkim) 

• Protection of snow leopard and other 
endangered species and their habitats is 
one of the key components of the 
project which will also focus on securing 
livelihoods of the people in the region 
and enhancing enforcement to reduce 
wildlife crime. 

• Enhanced enforcement efforts and 
monitoring under the project will also 
curb illegal trade in some medicinal and 
aromatic plants which are among the 
most threatened species in these 
landscapes. 

81. Answer- (d) Nepal 

• It was in news because recently, for 

the first time, Nepal and India will 
undertake a joint tiger census next 
month in their national parks, forests 
and protected areas adjoining the two 
countries using a globally-recognised 
method. 

• This is the first time that both the 
countries are counting tiger heads using 
the same method that is recognised 
globally. 


• Conservation authorities and experts 
would install cameras in various 
locations in tiger habitats as well as in 
buffer zones to capture and track the 
movements of the big cat. 

• The last tiger count conducted by 
Nepal in 2013 puts the number of adult 
tigers around 200 in the Himalayan 
country. Recent figures showed that 
since 2010, the estimated number of 
tigers across 13 tiger range countries 
including India and Nepal stood at 3,900. 

82. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Telangana Forest department has 
created a new ecotourism spot 
—Octopus View Point at Amrabad Tiger 
Reserve. 

• Amrabad Tiger Reserve in the districts 
of Mahabubnagar and Nalgonda, is the 
largest tiger reserve in the country. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• Earlier, it was part of 'Nagarjunasagar- 
Srisailam Tiger reserve'. But post¬ 
bifurcation, the northern part of the 
reserve is vested with Telangana state 
and renamed as 'Amrabad Tiger 
Reserve'. 

• The multipurpose reservoirs Srisailam 
and Nagarjunasagar are located in the 
reserve. Hence statement 2 is also 
correct. 



83. Answer (d) neither 1 nor 2 is correct 

•The Forest Department has identified 
hundreds of leopards in 
Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve. 

• It is a protected area and tiger reserve 
along the Western Ghats in the state of 
Tamil Nadu. Hence statement 1 is NOT 
Correct. 

• It was first declared as a wildlife 
scantuary in 2008 and it is the largest 
wildlife scantuary in Tamil Nadu. 

• It later became the fourth tiger 
reserve as a part of project Tiger. Hence 
statement 2 is also NOT Correct. 

• It is a significant wildlife corridor in the 
Nilgiri Biosphere reserve between 
Western Ghats and the rest of the 
Eastern Ghats. 

84. Answer (c) both is correct 

• The Twelfth Session of the Conference 
of the Parties to the Bonn Convention 

(CMS COP12) was held in Manila, the 
Philippines. Hence statement 1 is 
correct. 

• It is the first time that the COP has 
been held in Asia. Hence statement 2 is 
also correct. 

• Slogan for Conference is —Their 
Future is Our Future - Sustainable 


Development for Wildlife & People, links 
to the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Four Asian Vultures such as red¬ 
headed vulture, white-rumped vulture, 
Indian vulture and slender-billed vulture 
are set to get highest protection by the 
convention. 

• The whale shark, which inhabits the 
Indian Ocean, got global protection too. 

• The Caspian seal, the only marine 
mammal found in the world's largest 
inland sea has also been identified for 
conservation. 

• The next edition of the meeting will be 
held in India in 2020. 

85. Answer (c) World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) 

• According to the World Meteorological 
Organization's (WMO) Greenhouse Gas 

Bulletin, the concentration of carbon 
dioxide (C02) in the atmosphere has hit 
a new high. 

• Highlight 

1. Globally average concentrations of 
C02 reached 403.3 parts per million in 
2016, up from 400.00 ppm in 2015 
because of a combination of human 
activities and a strong El Nino event. 



2. The findings are based on 
observations from around the world 
collected by the WMO Global 
Atmosphere Watch Programme. 

3. It advised for rapid cuts in C02 and 
other greenhouse gas emissions, to 
achieve the target set under Paris 
climate change agreement and 
Sustainable development Goal 13. 

86. Answer (c) only 1 and 2 is correct. 

• Third statement is NOT CORRECT 
because the first report of PAT shows 
that energy-intensive industries in India 
have reduced their carbon emissions by 
31 million tonne, or 2% of India's total 
annual emissions and saved over Rs 
9,500 crore through more efficient 
energy use in the three years between 
2012 and 2015. 

• It also indicates towards gradual 
greening of Indian industry, as 5,635 
MW of electricity generation was 
avoided, accounting to savings of Rs 
37,685 crore. 

• PAT (perform, achieve & trade) 
scheme- 

1. It was launched by Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency (Ministry of Power) under the 
National Mission for Enhanced Energy 
Efficiency (NMEEE). Hence statement 1 
is correct. 


2. It is a market based mechanism in 
which sectors are assigned efficiency 
targets. 

Industries which over-achieve target get 
incentives in the form of energy saving 
certificates (ESCert). Hence statement 2 
is correct. 

3. These certificates are tradable at two 
energy exchanges viz. Indian Energy 

Exchange and Power Exchange India, 
where it can be bought by other 
industries which are unable to achieve 
their target. 

87. Answer (a) only 1 is correct 

• It was in news because Gujarat 
government will be deploying drones for 
surveillance of illegal sand mining in and 
around the river beds of Sabarmati, Tapi 
and Narmada. 

• Sand is a minor mineral under the 
Mines and Minerals (Development and 

Regulation) Act, 1957 therefore it comes 
under state government regulations. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• MMDR Act also empowers state 
governments to frame rules to prevent 
illegal mining, transportation and 
storage of minerals. 

• According to Ministry of Mines, in 
2015-16, there were over 19,000 cases 



of illegal mining of minor minerals, 
which including sand. 

• According Indian Bureau of Mines to 
sand is the fourth (NOT second) most 
mined minor mineral. Hence statement 
2 is NOT correct. 

• With increasing urbanization and 
government's push for growth in 
infrastructure, the demand of sand will 
only rise because sand is the main 
ingredient in making concrete and 
cement. This could further spike illegal 
mining activities. 

88. Answer (c) both is correct 

• Recently, India hosted Global Wildlife 
Program during which India's National 
Wildlife 

Action Plan (NWAP) for the period 2017- 
2031 and Secure Himalaya were 
released 

• Priorities of Global Wildlife Program- 

1. Promoting community based resource 
management, achieve biodiversity goals 
and tourism development 

2. Increasing knowledge sharing and 
enhance collaboration, 

3. Implement monitoring and evaluation 
framework 


4. Promote donor cooperation and 
ensure proper monitoring of 
international fund 

• Global Wildlife Program (GWP): 

• GWP is World-Bank led global 
partnership of 19 countries in Asia and 
Africa to promote the conservation and 
sustainable development by combating 
trafficking in wildlife. Hence statement 1 
is correct. 

• It was initiated in 2015 by the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF). Hence 
statement 2 is also correct. 

• It serves as a platform to exchange 
knowledge and coordinate in on-ground 
action for combating illegal poaching of 
wildlife and improve governance on 
wildlife conservation. 

•It seeks to reduce both supply and 
demand that drives illegal wildlife trade, 
and protect species and habitats 
through integrated landscape planning. 

89. Answer (b) Mining 

• It was in news because recently, 
Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) 
proposed the new guidelines for ground 
water usages by industry, mining and 
infrastructure dewatering projects. 


Proposed Guidelines of CGWA- 



• The draft guidelines that comes after 
several orders from the National Green 
Tribunal asking the government to 
ensure that groundwater withdrawal is 
in accordance with the law, mooted for- 
Ensuring a uniform regulatory 
framework across the country so that 
the discriminatory practices in 
regulation are either mitigated or 
minimized. 

• Need for a no-objection certificate 
(NOC) by all industries, mining and 
infrastructure dewatering projects 
whether existing or new that draws or 
propose to draw groundwater. 

• However, farmers have been 
exempted from obtaining NOCs. 

• No NOC for extraction of groundwater 
for construction activities in project in 
critical and over-exploited areas. 

• Levying a new water conservation fee 
based on quantum of groundwater 
extracted per unit area (may vary from 1 
to 6 per cubic metre where a cubic 
metre is 1,000 litres) 

• Exemption of government 
infrastructure projects, government 
water supply agencies and group 
housing societies/ private housing 
societies with only basic amenities, 
from the water conservation fee. 


• Removal of the provisions regarding 
artificial recharge and construction of 
artificial recharge structures by project 
proponents as stipulated in CGWA 
Ground water guideline of 2015 

90. Answer (c) both 1 and 2 

• It was in news because recently The 

Abu Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) 
became the first institutional investor in 
the NIIF with an investment of $1 billion. 

Hence statement 1 is correct. 

• National Investment and 
Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) 

1. The NIIF is a trust that raises debt to 
invest in the equity of infrastructure 
finance companies. Hence statement 2 
is also correct. 

2. NIIF was set up in 2015 as an 
investment vehicle for funding 
commercially viable Greenfield, 
brownfield and stalled projects in the 
infrastructure sector 

3. It acts like a bankers'bank in 
infrastructure financing. Govt owns 49% 
of NIIF. 

4. It provides equity support to NBFCs/ 
Financial Institutions (FIs) engaged in 
infrastructure financing. 

5. A typical sovereign wealth fund (SWF) 
will be a state-owned investment 
company owned by governments and 



invests their own money in foreign 
countries. 

6. Though the NIIF acts like an SWF, it 
does not invest in assets such as stocks, 
bonds, real estate, commodities etc like 
an SMF do and therefore cannot be 
called so. 

91. Answer (d) all is correct 

• It was in news because Union Finance 
Ministry has recently ascertained the 
mandatory use of PFMS will help in 
monitoring the flow of funds to beneficiaries 
of different government welfare schemes. 

• Public Financial Management System 
(PFMS): 

1. PFMS, earlier known as Central Plan 
Schemes Monitoring System (CPSMS), is a 
web-based online software application. 

2. It is developed and implemented by the 
Office of Controller General of Accounts. 

3. It is launched with the objective of tracking 
funds released under all Plans and non 

-plan schemes of Gol, and real time reporting 
of expenditure at all levels of programme 
implementation. 

4. The biggest strength of PFMS is its 
integration with the Core banking system. 


92. Answer (c) only 1 and 3 is correct. 

• Second statement is NOT CORRECT 
because India has the 3rd highest 
number of internet users in the world 
and it will emerge as a leading player in 
the virtual world by having 700 million 
internet users of the 4.7 billion global 
users by 2025.. 

• It was in news because recent reports 
about closure of Tata Teleservices have 
raised the issue about stress of telecom 
sector in India. 

• India accounted for the 2nd largest 
telecom network in the world with a 
subscriber base of nearly 1,210.71 
million, as of July 2017. Hence 
statement 1 is correct. 

• Tele-density (defined as the number of 
telephone connections for every 100 
individuals) in India, increased from 17.9 
in FY07 to 93.88 in FY18. 

• According to the Ericsson Mobility 
Report India, smartphone subscriptions 
in 

India is expected to increase four-fold to 
810 million users by 2021, while the 
total smartphone traffic is expected to 
grow seventeen-fold to 4.2 Exabytes 
(EB) per month by 2021. Hence 
statement 3 is also correct. 


• According to Annual Report 2016-17 of 
the Department of Telecommunications, 



the mobile industry in India currently 
contributes 6.5 per cent to the country's 
GDP, and employs over four million 
people directly and indirectly. 

• Presently, telecom sector is governed 
by National Telecom Policy, 2012. 

93. Answer (d) J. C. Kalra committee 

• The National Wildlife Action Plan 
2017-2031 has been drafted by a 12 
member committee headed by J. C. 

Kalra with special emphasis on people 
participation. 

• Important Components of NWAP 
2017-2031- 

1. Strengthening and promoting the 
integrated management of wildlife and 
their habitats 

2. Adaptation to climate change and 
promoting integrated sustainable 
management of aquatic biodiversity in 
India 

3. Promoting eco-tourism, nature 
education and participatory 
management 

4. Strengthening wildlife research and 
monitoring of development of human 
resources in wildlife conservation 

5. Enabling policies and resources for 
conservation of wildlife in India. 


6. Plan also highlights role of private 
sector in the wildlife protection by 
ensuring adequate fund flow from the 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
fund. 

94. Answer (c) only 1 and 2 is correct 

• It was in news because the 

government has launched the Sovereign 
Gold Bond Scheme 2017-18 - Series-Ill, 
which will be issued by the Reserve Bank 
India on behalf of the Government of 
India. 

• While the Government introduced 
these bonds to help reduce India's over 
dependence on gold imports, the move 
was also aimed at changing the habits of 
Indians from saving in physical form of 
gold to a paper form with Sovereign 
backing. It does not aim to increase the 
Foreign Exchange Reserves of India. 

• The sovereign gold bond was 
introduced by the Government in 2015. 

Facts: 

1. Eligibility: The bonds will be restricted 
for sale to resident Indian entities, 
including individuals, HUFs, trusts, 
universities and charitable institutions. 

2. Denomination and tenor: The bonds 
will be denominated in multiples of 
gram(s) of gold with a basic unit of 1 
gram. The tenor will be for a period of 8 



years with exit option from 5th year to 
be exercised on interest payment dates. 

3. Minimum and Maximum limit: The 
minimum permissible investment limit 
will be 1 gram of gold, while the 
maximum limit will be 4 kg for 
individual, 4 kg for HUF and 20 kg for 
trusts and similar entities per fiscal 
(April-March) notified by the 
government from time to time. 

4. Joint Holder: In case of joint holding, 
the investment limit of 4 kg will be 
applied to the first applicant only. 

5. Collateral: Bonds can be used as 
collateral for loans. The loan-to-value 
(LTV) ratio is to be set equal to ordinary 
gold loan mandated by the Reserve Bank 
from time to time. 

95. Answer (b) Bring innovations and 
disruptions in the technology in heavy 
oil and gas industry 

• It was launched for bringing in 
innovations and disruptions in the 
technology in heavy oil and gas 
industry. 

• Under the initiative a corpus of 320 
crore has been put together by 
contribution of various PSUs like - India 
Oil Corporation, ONGC, and Engineers 
India etc. 


• It will be used to fund more than 30 
start ups for the next three years. 

• The selected start-ups will work in 
various energy fields such as converting 
waste plastics to petroleum fuels, solar 
stove, and multipurpose fuel from 
agricultural waste biomass and leak 
detectors for liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
cylinders etc. 

• It is expected to reduce fuel import 
dependence through innovations in 
alternative fuels. 

96. Answer (b) Multilingual Tourist 
Helpline 

• 'Paryatan Pan/' of the Ministry of 
Tourism has begun across the country. 

• What is Paryatan Parv? 

• The Paryatan Parv will showcase the 
cultural diversity of the country, with 
cultural performances, crafts bazaar, 
food court showcasing folk and classical 
dance & music, handicrafts & 
handlooms and cuisine from all regions 
and States of the country. 

• The Ministry of Tourism, in 
collaboration with other Central 
Ministries, State Governments and 
Stakeholders is organizing "Paryatan 
Parv" across the country. 



❖ The programme is being organized 
with the objective of drawing focus on 
the benefits of tourism, showcasing the 
cultural diversity of the country and 
reinforcing the principle of "Tourism for 
All". 

❖ Paryatan Parv will have three main 
components:- 

❖ Dekho Apna Desh: To encourage 
Indians to visit their own country. This 
includes Video, Photograph and Blog 
Competitions of sites visited during the 
Event, Stories of India through Travelers' 
Eyes, on Social Media, Tourism related 
Quiz, Essay, Debate and Painting 
Competitions for Students, Television 
Campaigns to promote travel to J&K and 
N.E. States. 

❖ Tourism for All: Tourism Events at 
sites across all States in the country. The 
activities at these sites include 
illumination in and around the Sites, 
Cultural Programmes of Dance, Music, 
Theatre, Story Telling, Sensitisation 
Programmes for Stakeholders around 
the Sites, Tourism Exhibitions etc. These 
will be "People's Events" with large scale 
public participation. 

❖ Tourism & Governance: Interactive 
Sessions & Workshops with 
Stakeholders on varied themes. 


• India Road Assessment Programme 
(IndiaRAP) will rate highways' safety 
levels, and seek to eliminate the most 
unsafe roads. 

• The IndiaRAP programme is being 
supported by FedEx Express and will be 
hosted by the Asian Institute of 
Transport Development, 

• It will work with government agencies 
as well as investors, researchers and 
NGOs to assess existing highways and 
promote the use of better design to 
make roads safer. 

98. Answer (a) Gold 

• It was in news because the 

government has recently launched gold 
as an option under futures trading in 
MCX for the first time. 

• Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX): 

1. MCX is a platform for commodity 
traders that facilitate online trading, 
settlement and clearing of commodity 
futures transactions. 

2. It was initially under the regulation of 
Forward Market Commission (FMC). 

3. After the merger of FMC with SEBI, 
MCX comes under the purview of SEBI. 


97. Answer (a) road safety 



4. Thus it allows investors to enter into • The total cost of the project for time 

contracts to either buy or sell gold in the period of three years is ^18.40 crore. 

future at a pre-determined price. 

5. MCX offers more than 40 
commodities across various segments 
such as bullion, metals and other 
agricultural commodities. 

99. Answer- (c) both is correct 

100. Answer (a) Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) 

•The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will 
launch a financial literacy drive in 80 
blocks in 9 states on pilot basis to 
educate people on e-transactions, 
formal sector borrowings and insurance 
purchases. 

• Six NGOs registered with Depositor 
Education and Awareness Fund are 
selected to execute the project in 
collaboration with the central bank 
namely are CRISIL Foundation, Dhan 
Foundation, Swadhaar Fin Access, Indian 
School of Micro Finance for Women 
(ISMW), Samarpit and the PACE 
Foundation. 

• The project will be commissioned in 
the 9 states of Maharashtra, 

Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Odisha, Karnataka, 

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Haryana 
and Uttar Pradesh across 80 blocks with 
the sponsor banks. 





